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regarding the debate on division No. 59,
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and
Drainage Depsrtment. He suggested I
should have a look into the position. This
department is mentioned on page 110 of
the Estimates but no vete is provided
from Consolidated Revenue for the depart-
ment for this financial year. This is a
Committee to consider the Estimates of
Expenditure from Consolidated Revenue
for this financial year; so it is obvious that
if no expenditure is provided for it there
can be no debate.

Mr. Tonkin: Another assurance that is
worth nothing.

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. I. W. Manning):
The only opportunity any honourable
member will have {o discuss this depart-
::]n%nt’t: activities will be during the general

ebate,

Motion put and passed.
Progress
Progress reporied and leave given to sit
again.

LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Returned
Bill returned from the Council without
amendment.

Housz adjourned at 11.18 p.m.
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The PRESIDENT {(The Hon. L. C.
Diver) took the Chair at 2.30 p.m. and
read prayers.

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE

LAND BETWEEN YELLOWDINE AND
BULLABULLING

Availability for Selection

1. The Hon. J. J. GARRIGAN asked the
Minister for Mines:

In view of inquiries from local
and interstate people seeking
land south of the Kalgoorlie-
Perth railway line, between Yel-
lowdine and Bullabulling—

(a) Is it the inteniion of the
Government to throw the
land open for selection either
for farming or pastoral pur-

poses?

by If the answer to (a) is
“Yes”, when will this be
done?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(a) and (b) It is proposed during
1965 to commenece investiga-
tions into the pastoral poten-
tial of the land southward of
Bullabulling.

CLAY DEPOSITS
Testing at Dalyup

2, The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS askad the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to my cuestion on
Thursday, the 27th 2ugust, 1964,
and owing to the lorge usa®~ of
bricks, and the necessity of
transporting them long distances
to Esperance, will the Minis-
ter have the clay deposit at Dal-
yup tested as to its sultability for
making bricks, having in mind an
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industry that could be carried on
to provide employment for native
persons in the Esperance area?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:
Yes.

SCHOOL AT KOOLYANOBBING

Number of Classes, Septic Installation,
and Housing for Staff

3. The Hon. R. H. C. STUBBS asked the
Minister for Mines:

With reference to the proposed

building of school premises at

Koolyanobbing—

(s} How many classes will be ac-
commodated when the school
is first occupied?

{b) Will the toilet block be a sep-
tic tank installation?

(¢) Will housing be provided for
teaching staff?

(d) If the answers to (b) and (c¢)
are in the negative, what are
the reasons?

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH replied:

(a) Two classrooms are heing

provided. The number of
classes will depend on the
ages of students enrolling.
Toilets' will be connected to
the town sewerage scheme.
{c) An application has been made
by the Education Department
to the State Housing Com-
mission for a government
employee’s home for use by
the teacher.
{d) See answers to (b) and (e).

(b}

4. This question was postponed.

STATUTE LAW REVISION BILL

Report
Report of Committee adopted.
Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Minister for Jus-
tice), and transmitted to the Assembly.

NATIVES (CITIZENSHIP RIGHTS)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL (No. 2)

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [23% pm.1: 1
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

Prior to 1958, children whose names
appeared on the certificate of a parent lost
their citizenship rights when they turned
21. In 1958, an amendment to the Act
rectifled this anomaly. Unfortunately,
however, Parllament neglected to provide
natives (citizenship rights) hoards with

3243

power to issue these people with a certi-
ficate in their own right. Citizenship, of
course, ls of little practical value to &
native if he does not possess evidence of it.

This omission was not appreciated at
the time so regulation 3A was promulgated
making it mandatory for a natives (citi-
zenship rights) board to issue a certificate
on application. Senior legal advisers of
the Crown Law Department have subse-
quently examined the position and are in
agreement that regulation 3A Is an as-
sumption of power not authorised¢ by the
Act and, consequently, has no legal force.
Already, there have been two moves made
in Parliament this session, one in ancther
place and one in this Chamber, to rectify
the position.

Last month in another place, Mr, Brady,
the honourable member for Swan, moved
in the House that regulation 3A made
under the Natives (Citizenship Rights)
Act be amended to provide for a certificate
of citizenship to lssue automatically to
children whose names appear on the
certificate of citizenship of a responsible
parent when those children come of age.
That motion has not yet been debated.

The other move made to rectify the
omission came in a Bill introduced, as you
will recall, Sir, by the honourable Mr.
Strickland on the 14th October, which has
been explained in this Chamber. 1 do
not think it would be proper, nor is it my
intention, to make further reference to
that Bill at present, as that iz not the
Biil upon which I am addressing myself
Ep honourable members at this point of
1me.

Nevertheless, I think I should remark
that it will take something more than a
simple expedient to rectify the omission
made by Parllament in neglecting to pro-
vide natives (citizenship rights) hoards
with power to issue to the children whose
names appear on the certificate of citizen-
ship of a responsible parent, a certificate
in their own right on reaching the age of
21 years.

The Government’s legal advisers in the
Crown Law Deparftment express as their
opinion that a certificate can only be is-
sued in those instances when an applicant
has satisfied the board that he can fulfil
the conditions required of an applicant
who does not have citizenship rights.

The Hansard report of the debate on
the 1858 amendment leaves no doubt that
this was never the intention of Parlia-
ment, but rather that a certificate should
issue as a right to those who come within
the ambit of that amendment when they
turn 21; for citizenship is of doubtful
practical value to a native if he dees not
hold evidence of it in the form of a cer-
tificate. This Bill has, therefore, heen
introduced to give practical effect to the
original intention of Parliament. It pro-
vides for the insertion of a new section
into the Act which will enable a child
whose name appears on the certificate of
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a parent and who is not less than 21 years
of age to apply for a separate certificate.
Once the native welfare superintendent is
satisfled as to his identity, he shall issue
a certificate without further inquiry.

© The amendment also provides for the
names of the children of whom he is the
responsible parent to be entered on hls
certificate. Considerable thought has
been given to the proposal of Mr. Brady,
made in another place, that the certificate
should issue automatically. It was con-
cluded, however, that this would involve
too many difficulties both administrative
and practical.

In regard to the administrative aspect,
the department does not keep a systematic
record of the information which would
be necessary for these certificates to issue
automatically. A record would have to
be kept of the name, age, and current ad-
dress of each surviving child, and whether
a certificate hag already been issued. This
would involve considerable work which
would be hard to justify, particularly in a
department keen to devote as much of its
resources as possible to field work, where
the tangible results are obtained.

At present, before a certificate is valid,
it must contain a photograph of the
holder. With this requirement being dis-
pensed with in respect of natives able to
write their own signatures, it is believed
the certificate will lose lttle of its value
since there will still be some means of
identification. It is easy to imagine such
certificates heing used illegally by other
than the holders, however,

Though it is accepted that a photograph
is not necessary for identification pur-
poses in all cases, there will still be a need
for contact with the superintendent by
the natives concerned so that all of the
necessary information can be immediately
available and a certificate issued forth-
with. The need for setting up a compre-
hensive record system at head office is
thus eliminated and the matter dealt with
at district centres. The Minister for Nat-
ive Welfare, when explaining this Bill in
another place, assured honourable mem-
bers that formalities would be kept to a
bare minimum.

I would point out further that this
amendment will have no materlal effect on
the natives in the South-West Land Divi-
sion, who already have all the rights of
full citizenship. The only restrictions ap-
plying throughout the rest of the State
are those pertaining to liquor, and when
these are lifted the Natives (Citizenship
Rights) Act will be redundant.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
(245 pm.): Having listened to the Min-
ister explain this Bill, I am disappointed
at the Government’s approach towards
the assimilation and uplifting of our
native population. For some reason or
other the Government has decided to be
adamant that children of native citizens

(COUNCIL.] ~

should be classed as natives. A native
who holds a citizenship rights certificate
is a citizen for the duration of- his life;
and therefore I say that these children
are the children of citizens.

The Government's attitude is absurd.
The Bill means that natives are citizens
until they reach the age of 21 and then
they are classed as natives by law. Many
of us in this House are hatives of Western
Australia, but for some reason or other
this Government intends, adamantly, to
persist in declaring that a certain class
of citizens, on reaching the age of 21
years, shall no longer he classed as citizens
l:(l;ltl shall be classed as natives according

aw.

Surely that is a most ridiculous situa-
tion to tolerate, and a most inhuman
attitude to adopt towards decent-living
people and good family people. If there
is an argument in favour of defeating
this measure, it 1s in the last words spoken
by the Minister. He said that citizenship
rights no longer applied in the South-
West Land Division. The South-West
Land Division covers a tremendous ares,
commencing well north of Geraldton and
extending to Albany in the south. Later
on I will read some statistics on the num-
ber of natives living in the South-West
Land Division who, the Minister says, are
not affected by citizenship rights, and who
do not need them. The Minister iIor
Native Welfare, in another place, adopts
the same attitude.

If certificates are absolutely unnecessary
in the southern portion of the State, what
is the objection to extending them to those
Christianised and good living citizens in
the northern part of the State? It is so
ridiculous! In 1958 Parliament agreed
without opposition to a Labor Govern-
ment Bill to make these children citizens
for the duration of their lives,

The Minister had a lot to say about an
anomaly in the 1958 Act because there
was no provision for natives to apply for
certificates when they reached the age of
21, We say, "Why should they?” Parlia-
ment declared that they should not have
to apply. If they are citizens until they
are 21, they are citizens for life. That
was the very last phrase of my recorded
speech when I introduced the Bill and
when I replied to the debate in this House
in 1958, That measure was accepted,
without any division, in both Houses of
Parliament.

T would have expected the Minister to
tell us what has happened to some of
these children. Can the Government cite
a case which warrants these restrictions
being reimposed upon them, and which
warrants the indignity which is being im-
posed upon these children Wwho have
become adults and who are people with
native blood? 1 have not heard of one
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case, and surely the Minister, or the Gov-
ernment, is obliged to tell Parliament if
any cases are known.

I had a look through the 1963 report
of the Commissioner of Native Welfare
but I could not find anything in it which
warranted the action heing taken under
this Bill. The 1964 report has not yet
been presented to Parliament. I do not
know why. We have the Auditor-
General’s report for the year ended the
30th June, 1964, and that was tabled by
you, Mr. President. Because the commis-
sioner’s 1964 report is not available we
are unable to be apprised of the latest
figures in relation to these urgent matters,
It may be that the Government Printer
is very busy and unable to cope with the
flood of printing that is being sent to his
establishment these days. But surely a
typed copy for our information could be
tabled and the printed copies made avail-
able at a later date!

However, there is nothing in the 1963
report, or any other report that I have
seen, and nothing has been said by the
Minister for Natlve Welfare in another
place, for the Minister handling the Bill
in this House, regarding some specific
instances that have caused the Govern-
ment to reimpose restrictions upon this
unfortunate section of the community. It
must be remembered, too, that the only
children affected by this legislation, as
the Minister said, are those now living
outside of the South-West Land Division.
It must also be remembered that the
prinecipal Aet has been in operation for
20 years, and a great number of these
children, or inh fact almost all of them,
have bheen bhorn since the Act was first
passed in 1944,

Each and every one of the children cov-
ered by the Act has attended school; they
are all educated children; they are not
children running loose in the bush. The
only children living under tribal condi-
tions these days are those living with the
few odd families to be found in Central
Australia—some of them were discovered
in recent days. Thaose people come under
mission control, and it would be doubtiul
if one could find a dozen families these
days living under tribal conditions.

I cannot emphasise too much that this
Act does not affect those children in any
way: it affecis only the children whose
parents have citizenship rights—decent,
good living citizens and their children are
classed as citizens until they reach the age
of 21. ‘Then, the Government says, they
become natives. The Labor Party's ob-
jection to the Government’s approach to
this matter Is the same as it was in 1958
when we as a government successfully
introduced and had passed through Par-
liament legislation making them all citi-
zens.
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In regard to the Minister’s assertion that
a certificate of citizenship is of no usé to
a native unless he has something to show
for it, we say that that matters little. That
is the wrong attitude to take. Under the
law the people who are classed as natives
are those who have half or more aboriginal
blood in them. Any person with only a
quarter aboriginal blood is not classed as a
native under the law and he does not need
a certificate. He does not have to carry
a, certificate with him but, so far as colour
is concerned, many such people are darker
than those who are classed as natives.

How the Minister ean be supplied with
information that it is not practicable for
the department to administer this Act
without persons having to make applica-
tion for a certificate I do not know. Such
statements will not bear investigation. I
say they are absolutely untrue, because the
Department of Native Welfare has a record
of every native and part-native known
throughout the State. I would say that
even the few women and children who
were brought in from the desert last week
are now recorded in the files of the Depart-
ment of Native Welfare. I do not say that
that record is held at head office, but I
am sure a record of those people is now
held in the district office of the depart-
ment.

In our job as representatives for the
north—and the north is a big area—we
come in contaect with several native wel-
fare officers, and we know from experience
what we are talking about when we say
what the department is ahd is not capable
of doing. The Minister said our proposal
would create a lot of work in the depart-
ment. But what is the department for?
It is called the Department of Native Wel-
fare. and its policy, and the Australian
policy aegreed to by all States and the
Commonwealth, is assimilation.

I am not saying that ihe department
would not undertake the work, if there is
work to be done to keep control of the
people who come under this Act. I the
department has not enough officers to do
the work then more should be appointed.
However, I am certain the department has
enough officers, and I am cerfain it has
all the information required. If one
studies the 1963 report of the commissioner
one will find practically everything that one
desires to know about natives because ail
the information is embodied in that report.

The Government now brings down a Bill
which places restrictions on the citizens of
this State. These people are citizens while
their names appear on their parents’ cer-
tificates, until the time they reach 21 years
of age when they can apply for certiflcates
of their own. Yet they are to be persecuted
when they reach adult age.

The Hon. A. F. Grifith: Don't you think
it is an exaggeration to say they will be
persecuted?
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The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: 1 say
they are persecuted.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Don't you think
that is an exaggeration?

The Hon. H. C. STRICELAND: All of
us here are fortunate in that we are not
born of native blood. Let us put ourselves
in the position of a native lad who comes
down from the north and serves his time
at the Midland Junction workshops. After
qualifying as a fitter and turner he returns
north to work for one of the government
departments in his home town, bul when
he reaches the age of 21 years he is classed
agalin as a native. There have been dozens
of such cases.

We should realise that it was only in
recent years that the Commonwealth Gov-
ernment extended social service benefiis
and child endowment to people of mixed
blood. Some honourable members in this
House would know people of native blood
who come under the provision of the Act,
and who are working and living in the
metropolitan area, some in professional
offices, and others in the nursing profes-
slon. These people are just as good living
as the average European. It is absolutely
incomprehensible to me that a govern-
ment which talks of helping these people
should deal them a body blow by insulting
them and saying to them, “When you reach
21 years of age you will have to apply for
a certificate to show that you are a
citizen."”

I agree to some extent that it might be
necessary for some of these people to have
citizenship certiflcates while they are in
this State—these certificates are not re-
quired anywhere else in Australia—or
outside of the South-West Land Division.
Certificates might be necessary in order to
satisfy officlaldom. What is officialdom in
this instance? It is the Department of Na-
tive Welfare and the police.

It is not right to say the department
does not know when a child in this category
will turn 21 years of age. The department
knows, and the police also know, the ages
of these people. It would be no trouble to
them to prepare certificates and present
them with goodwill to the young native
people when they reach 21 years of age, in
the same way as naturalisation certificat-
es are presented to aliens who become na-
turalised. There is no cause for calling on
these native people to make application for
citizenship when they reach adulthood.

The position is that they are regarded
by the Government as citizens until they
reach 21 years of age, but after that they
are regarded as natives again. Very many
of these people will not apply, as they
consider it to be below their dignity to
do so. Why should they have to degrade
their status by applying for what is com-
monly known in the native community as
a "dog license”? It is absolutely unfair and
wrong to expect them to do that.

[COUNCIL.]

There is another class of children who
are in an unfortunate position, because
they have no parents. Therefore they are
unable to have their names endorsed on
any certificates. Under the law they must
wait until they reach 21 years of age,
when they can make application for citi-
zenship certificates. I am speaking of this
class of people who live cutside the South-
West Land Division, because the Minister
assured us that certificates are not required
in that area. There must be a great num-
ber of these children living in missions and
government hostels. When we refer to the
population figures for these people we find
there are 2,785 full-blood natives under 16
yvears of age and 6,109 mixed bloods under
16 years of age, or a total of almost 9,000
children in that age group. Of that num-
ber, 4,147 are attending school, but the
total number whose names appear on the
certificates of their parents is 1,304.

The Hon. R. C. Mattiske: What is the
total native population in the State?

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The fol-
lowing figures include adults:—

Full blaods ... ... ... ... 9,206
Mixed bloods ... ... ... 11,249
Total 20,454

That figure does not include quadroons—
persons with less than half native blood.
They are not classed as natives, and they
are well able to look after themselves.

Of the 4,147 children attending school,
3.814 are attending primary schools, and
333 are attending post-primary schools, I
have just remarked that the number of
children whose names appear on the cer-
tificates of their parents as at the 30th
June last is 1,304. There seems to be some-
thing wrong, because the numhber of certi-
ficates currently in force in this State is
1,961; yet only 1,304 names of children are
endorsed on them, and we know that na-
tives have very large familles.

What happened was that the par-
ents did not approach the varicus boards
to present their certificates for endorse-
ment with the names of their children;
that is, in respect of children born after
the certificates were issued. A large num-
ber of these children do not appear on the
certificates obtained prior to 1950.

The Act came into force in 1944, and
in 1950 it was altered te provide that the
children's names he endorsed on the cer-
tificates. Therefore there was a vacuum of
six years when the endorsement on the
parents’ certificate was not required. Con-
sequently a large number of children are
involved, including the one at Port Hed-
fand 1 mentioned recently. Surely to
gocdness it is not beyond the capacity of
the officers of the Department of Native
Welfare throughout the State to remind
these parents! They record the birth of
the baby so they know all about the child.
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Why cannot they request the native con-
cerned to render up the certificate in order
that the child's name and date of birth
be endorsed on it?

It seems absurd to me. These officers
are posted right throughout the State in
all the remote areas and towns, including
Halls Creek. Therefore there i5 no prob-
lem attached to the matter at all. The re-
cords of the males and females are segre-
gated, and these officers can furnish the
vital statistics. They have a record of
every hostel and mission operating in the
State, and they visit them very frequently.
They Keep records of the mileage which
the officers travel; and some of them
travel 20,000 and 30,000 miles a vear to
cover their area.

These oificers do a good job, but it
seems that somewhere along the line they
have missed out by not helping the nat-
ives along by recording the names of the
children on their certificates. As I have
said, nothing can be done for quite a num-
ber of the children who are entitled to
have their names on the certificates. Be-
cause of the vacuum bhetween 1944 and
1050, they have not been so recorded and
their status is ncw somewhat of a problem.

They do not know anything about it
until they reach 21, as in the case at Port
Hedland. That man did not know he was
classed as a native until told by an officer
in Port Hedland that he could not cele-
hrate his birthday because he was not the
holder of a certificate and was therefore
not entitled to drink lquor. That was
quite a shock, and unfair to a reputable
citizen.

We are in the position now where we
have two Bills before this Chambher deal-
ing with the same question. The Govern-
ment's Bill states that the children are
natives when they become 21, and the Bill
I introduced last month states that the
children are citizens from the day they
are born—that they do not bhecome na-
tives when they reach 21. That i{s the
vital difference in the two Bills.

The Minister has advised us that these
certificates have no force in the South-
West Land Division, and s0 we have a
most ridiculous situation. However,
Standing Order 176, on page 58, covers the
case when two Bills dealing with the same
subject are before the Chamber. This
Standing Order reads—

If more than one Bill dealing with
the same subject appear on the Notice
Paper, the Council may decide that
any one or more of them shall be
withdrawn or deferred, or that they
shall be consolidated.

It all rests on the word, “may.” How-
ever, my solution to the problem is that
we should attempt to consolidate the two
Bills, and for that reason I have placed
some amendments on the notice paper. If
I have your permission, Mr. President, I
will discuss the consolidation. The effect
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of the amendments is to bring the legisia-
tion into line with the position which ob-
tained in 1958,

Some quaint and curious action has
been taken by the Government in rela-
tion to this question. The Minister has
told us the regulations were brought down
in 1959, 12 months after Parliament had
declared that these people should be citi-
zens for life. Those regulations reim-
posed the restrictions.

Although Mr, Brady in another place
moved some months ago to amend the reg-
ulations to bring them more into line with
the intention of the legislation passed in
1858, the Government has not considered
the motion. It has been adjourned and
put low down on the notice paper.

Since then I have been told that those
regulations were, as I said in this House,
ultra vires the Act and really had no
force. However, this is the type of Bill
which the Government has now presented
for approval. I do not know whether the
Bill contains any provision regarding ac-
tion already taken under the ulira vires
regulations. I do not think so. What is
likely to happen in connection with any
such action?

The Hon. A, P. Griffith: You know I
spoke on your Bill; and when I did so, I
explained I did not want to delay your
Bill but that you would appreciate I
had to walt for the Government Bill to
come up here.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I am
not raising any complaint in that diree-
tion.

The Hon. A, F, Griffith: You said I
left it at the bottom of the notice paper.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I was
talking about Mr. Brady's motion in
another place.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith:
pardon.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: The
Minister did deal with my Bill; but of
course, in my opinion, his was a token
speech; and, as the Minister has stated, it
was, I suppose the Government’s prerogo-
tive to have its Biil considered with some
priority. No doubt all governments would
endeavour to take the same step, but there
is only one type of government that has
been able to be assurcd of taking it in
Western Australia.

The Government is adamant in reim-
posing restrictions on a class of people
vwho are educated and Christianised, and
who live in the community with ecitizens
and as citizens from the day of their
birth. I feel that the Government’s atti-
tude is absolutely wrong and unfair to
the people concerned, and the House
should not for & moment tolerate this Bill
which the Minister has explained to us.

I hope that honourable members will
give serfous consideration to the princlple
involved; to the effects involved; and to

I beg vour
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the small nummber of persons that it will
cover. Because the natives living in the
South-West Land Division are now out-
side of the Act, as the Government has
told us, there will be only a small number
of people affected, and they live mostly in
the north-west; and most of those people
in the north-west own their own homes
and properties and work in government
and semi-government employment. They
are not out on the stations. There are
very few away from the ports and towns
in the north; and their behaviour leaves
nothing to be desired. We have never had
any trouble at all in the north with these
people.

It is interesting io note that in the
past 20 years only about 40 of them—
certainly no more than 40-—have had
their citizenship rights withdrawn; and
those instances occurred in the early days
of the Act. In recent years there have
been no signs of any trouble from these
people. Therefore it is my hope and wish,
and the wish of the Labor Party, that
when they reach adult age they will be
treated as citizens the same as they are
treated in their earlier years.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: Before you
conclude, and before anyone else who
wants to speak to the Bill rises, I would
like to adjourn the debate so that con-
sldgratlon can bhe given to what you have
said.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I have
no objection whatever: the Minister is in
charge of the House. But we will be
here for another week or two. I am not
raising any objection, but I point out
that there has been dillydallying over
the past months in connection with this
matter. Since I spoke to an ex-Minister
for Native Welfare (Mr. Brady) in August
about the position, there has been a2 lot
of dillydaliying and in the meantime
citizens are turning 21. What is occurring
is wrong. The young man I have men-
tioned absolutely refuses to apply for a
certificate of citizenship, and he has been
a cltizen all his life.

_'The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I had no obliga-
tion to say to you that I would like to
adjourn the debate. I said it purely as a
matter of courtesy to let you know that

1 would like to have time to consider whet
vou have said.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: I amn
pleased that the Minister will give some
consideration to the proposals.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
13.25 pm.7: Honourable members will, in
relation to this amendment, have to decide
whint the intention of Parliament was when
it amended the Natives (Citizenship
Rights) Act in 1958. Was it the inten-
tinn of Parliament then that the child
whose name was placed on the certificate
of s native who had heen granted citi-
zenship rights should become a full citi-
gen within his own right and be pranted

[COUNCIL.]

citizenship on attaining the age of 21
years; or was it the intention that such
a person should apply for a certificate
when reaching 21 years of age?

After examining the amendment of 1958
and the debate that ensued in this Cham-
bher—and only one honourable member op-
posed the measure, which was accepted by
the House; there may have been a dis-
sentient voice but no division was recorded
—I have come to the conclusion that it
was the intention of Parliament that such
a child should, without making applica-
tion, automatically be granted a certificate
of citizenship on reaching the age of 21
yvears: and I base my findings on the way
the amendment was phrased in 1958.

Section 6 of the principal Act was
amended to read as follows, taking the
whole of the provislon including the
amendment:—

Notwithstanding the provisions of
any other Act the holder of a cer-
tificate of citizenship whether granted
before or after the coming into
operation of the Natives (Citi-
zenship Rights) Act Amendment Act,
1958) and any child shall have all the
same rights, privileges and immuni-
ties and shall be- subject to the same
duties and liabilities of a person who
is of the same age as the holder or
as the case may be as the child and
who 1s a natural bork or naturalised
subject of His Majesty.

In addition to this amendment made in
1958, the proviso to section 6 was deleted;
and the proviso which existed at that time
was as follows:—

Provided that a certificate of citi-
zenchip in so far as it concerns child-
ren shall be deemed to include those
persons only so long as they are under
the age of tweniy-one years.

The amending Act of 1958 was passed in
this Chamber on the 26th November of
that year. It was not proclaimed until
the 6th November the following year, 1959.
During that year regulations, apparently.
were framed and gazetted to deal with this
matter. They were gazetted on the 13th
November, 1959, some seven days after the
Bill was proclaimed, and regulation 3 pro-
vided as follows:—

3. The principal regulations are
amended by adding after regulation 3
a regulation as follows:—

3A. (1) A person whose name
has been included in a certificate
of citizenship as a child not of full
age shall, upon application, be
granted a certificate of citizen-
ship by a Board on reaching the
age of twenty-one years.

(2) The application shall be in
Form 1 in the Appendix to these
regulations and be supported by a
statutory declaratton in Form 2A
in the Appendix.
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1 maintain to gquite & degree that fhat
regulation was framed and gazetted to
override the intention of Parliament.

This Bill, more or less follows the lines
of the regulation. In other words, it pro-
vides, despite the amendments introduced
in 1958, that the children whose names
appear on the parents’ certificate of citi-
zenship have to apply for a certificate of
citizenship when they reach the age of
21 years.

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison:
think of anything more stupid?

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: It is not a
question of being stupid; it was not, in my
opinion, the intention of this Parliament
which was written into the Act by the
amending Bill of 1958. I believe the in-
tention of Parliament was that, auto-
matically, certificates of citizenship should
be granted to those children whose names
appeared on the certificate of citizenship
issued to the parent.

In drawing a comparison, I point out that
the children of parents who become natur-
alised do not have to apply for a naturali-
sation certificate when they reach the age
of 21 years; sutomatically they become
citizens. I know there is a slight differ-
ence in regard to the people we are dealing
with under this legislation. The reason
that the names of children are set out
in the certificate of citizenship issued to
parents is to prove that those children are
citizens. This is done on account of their
colour and in order to provide that if they
wish to enter licensed premises they have
a certificate {o prove they are citizens.

The point arises as to why the depart-
ment could not enter the name of a child
on a certificate of cltizenship from its re-
cords, hecause it is provided that the age
of a child must be shown on the records
when & certificate of citizenship is issued
to the parent. Therefore when a child
reaches the age of 21 years, the depart-
ment could, on checking the record, auto-
matically issue a certificate of citizenship
to that ehild. One of the differences
which apply under this Bill is that an
applicant “upon attaining the age of
twenty-one years” is entitled to a certi-
ficate of citizenship under the Natives
(Citizenship Rights) Act and “may in
writing request a Board having jurisdie-
tion in the district in which he ordinarily
resides to issue to him a Certificate of
Citizenship.”

I ask honourable members to note the
words “may in writing.” Furthex down
page 2 of the Bill, in lines 25 to 28, ap-
pear the words “which Certificate shall
have affixed thereto a photographic like-
ness of that person in the manner of a
passport.” One can understand an ap-
plicant making an application in writing,
which could be done for him by another
person because he cannot sign his own
name. Therefore, if the applicant could
not write, what value would the applica-
tlon In writing be if 1t were not signed by

Can you
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the applicant? The clause does noi pro--
vide for the applicant to make & mark.
It merely says that the application shall
be signed by the applicant. Therefore any
native who is unable to write is placed in
an impossible position; he cannot make
out an application for citizenship because.
he would be unable to sign it.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: That is not
right.

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: I do not know
how the Minister makes out it is not
right.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I am not try-
ing to make out anything. I am just ad-
vising that you are not right in thet as-
sertion. Do you think a document would
be invalid because a person could not sign
his name, but, instead, made his meark?
Of course it would not! )

The Hon. N. E. BAXTER: That mark
may be construed as being a signature.
If that be so, we are taken back to the
previous clause, and therefore, of what
value is a certiflcate unless it is signed by
an applicant? It could quite easily be a
forged signature,

Then there is another pgint in regard
to affixing a photographic likeness to the
application for citizenship. If a native
who is anxious i0 apply for citizenship is
working on a station where it Is impos-
sible for him to have a photograph taken,
he will have a great deal of trouble in
trying to obtain a photograph to affix to
his application. I think the Bill is going
too far in asking these people, who are
citizens in the same way as a child be-
longing to a naturalised person, to subply
photographs with their applications for
citizenship. Such applicants are entitled
to have certificates forwarded to them
after the department has mede some in-
quiry from its records as to their addresses
and ages. :

The department would know the iast
known address of the parents whose cer-
tificate of citizenship would be recorded
with it, and so would be able to ascertain
if the child applying for citizenship had
reacheqd the age of 21 years. On satisfvine
itself in this respect the department coild
then forward a certificate of citizenship to
the applicant to the address supplied to it.
or hold the certificate in the department
pending further inquiries regarding the
address of the person to whom the cer-
tificate should be forwarded.

As I said at the beginning, it is the duty
of this House to decide whether the in-
tention of Parliament in 1958 was that
the certificate should be automatically
issued to a native child when he reached
the age of 21 years. In my opinion, it
should be. Therefore at this stage I am
not prepared to support this measure as
it stands. I agree with the suggestion put
forward by the honourable Mr. Strickland;
namely, that & consolidation of the two
Bills which we now have before us would
clarify the position and provide what Par-
liament intended in 1958.
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THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [3.37 pm.]l: I
consider that the expressions of the last
speaker on the definition of citizenship
rights following the passing of the 1958
Act is straight thinking. There is no doubt
about what Parliament intended at that
time. There is also no doubt that, if chal-
lenged, the regulation gazetted following
the 1958 Act, which was totally opposite
to the intention of that Act, would be
ultra vires, I fully support the sentiments
expressed by my colleague, the honourable
Mr. Strickland. I do not think the Gov-
ernment is in order in stating that this
Bill is designed to correct an anomaly that
was brought about by the 1958 law., There
is no anomaly, because the 1958 law is
clear in its intent. It is the regulation
casting upon natives the responsibility
which they should not have to bear which
was gazetted following that Act, and which
is foreign to any policy of assimilation
and decent treatment of these people, that
is anomalous.

The Act of 1958 was framed realistically.
It expressed, I repeat, what was intended
by this Parliament; and what this Bill
proposes to do is to relapse to the pre-
1958 position in law, or to reectify what
the Government expresses as &n anomaly,
and to have as the law the regulation and
what it intends. I would point out that
there is a very serious flaw in the thinking
of the Government on the sort of people
affected by the Statute as it exists and by
this Bill. That serious flaw lies in relation
to the sort of native; the sort of person
formerly a native, who now holds citizen-
ship rights.

These people are not the people who
carry boomerangs and who wear nargas.
These are not the people living in wurlles
in the creek. These are not the children
of parents who hunt lizards and live from
the grain of grass or from trees. These
are people who live in communities which
exist; people who are children of parents
who, in some eases, occupy State homes.

These are people who are naturalised
because of their assimilability, and their
own natural qualities, which have been
proved and improved. They have been
accepted as citizens. These are people of
parents with certificates who live side by
side and work side by side with the
whites; people who work the ships, and
drive the trucks, These are not the
Myalls. We are dealing with the children
of people holding certificates of citlzen-
ship—these are the people we ate dealing
with solely in this Bill. The children
have attended school with white children—
indeed some of them went to school with
my own children-—and we seek to impose
on these people an offensive attitude. It
is a matter on which the Government is
thinking, I sveggest. most loosely.

[COUNCIL.]

A limited number of people hold citizen-~
ship rights, and the children of such
persons are referred to in the annual re-
port of the department. As the honour-
able Mr. Strickland said, they number
1,304 children who belong to those who
now hold citizenship rights. We are very
close to the way of life of these people.
They are people whom we, as members of
Parliament, have helped; they are people
in whom we have much confidence. It is
obvious however that the Government has
no confidence in the children of today
who are reared by their parents perhaps
at mission stations to lead Christian
lives. Perhaps they are children of
parents who are attending schools bhoth
public and private in our towns in the
north. Those are the people being dealt
with in this Bill—the children of parents
who hold citizenship rights.

So we are starting off on a very wrong
premise if we suggest that these children
are unworthy to have citizenship rights
at once; that they must wait until they
are 21 years of age at which time they
must apply as natives for relief from the
stigma which this Bill casts upon them.
That is what it is all about; and that
is why we are so concerned. That is the
reason why the other Bill was introduced.
It was introduced hecause the illustration
given by my colleague defles contradic-
tion. It concerned a boy who was serving
his time as an apprentice. He was a son
of worthy parents—coloured people with
cltizenships rights. On his return to his
home town he must, when he turns 21,
apply for a citizenship rights certificate.
That is what this Bill proposes to per-
petuate as a principle and as a policy.
and I hope this House, not merely in. its
present form but in Committee, will
vigorously object te that principle.

I hope we will incorporate within this
Bill—the only one we are deallng with
at the moment—the principles contained
in the other measure on the notice paper.
In case it may be amended I am forced
to support it, much as 1 dislike the
sentiment within it.

THE HON. D, P. DELLAR (North-East)
(3.45 p.m.1: I rise to support the honour-
able Mr. Wise and the honourable Mr.
Strickland in their remarks. At the out-
set I wish to say that I went to school
with natives, and I think jt is a great pity
that children with whom I went to school,
and with whom a number of other people
have gone to school, should have to wait
until they are 21 years of age before they,
as natives, apply for a certificate of citi-
zenship. That is whai they must do be-
fore they become one of us.

Only last week T had a very pleasant
duty to perform in the town of Leonora,
when I had to judge a marching parade of
three schools; namely, Laverton, Leonora,
and Mt. Margaret Mission. The Leonora
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school consisted of 70 per cent. native
children; the Laverton school comprised
90 per cent. native children, and the Mt.
Margaret Mission consisted of all native
children. It is a great pity more people
did not see that parade, hecause those
children mingled with a few of our white
children and were a credit to this country.
I would say that the children from the
Laverton school who led that parade
could, as leaders, have taken part in any
parade not only within this State but
outside it.

Those children I saw last Saturday
were proud children; they were children
whom we could look up to, and yet they
must wait until they become 21 years of
age before they can become citizens. At
the moment however, they are classed as
¢itzens with our children. In other words,
we call them natives when they reach 21
years.

Only a month ago I visited the Laver-
ton school where there are 66 children at-
tending, 60 of whom are natives, There
was a lad of 12 there who was sitting out
in the sun with a number of native child-
ren around him. The teacher had given
him the job of teaching a certain subject
to the children during that hour of
school. That lad would have been a cred-
it to anybody. He was standing there
with his chest out as proud as he could be
in the confldence that was reposed in him
by the teacher. He did a mighty job.

As the honourable Mr. Wise has said,
we have people coming down from the
nerth and the north-east and undertaking
an apprenticeship to learn a trade. But
when they return home and become men
they are classed as natives, because they
have not got citizenship rights. It is a
ereat pity that a Bill like this should have
to come hefore Parliament.

It was only last session that we dealt
with Bills in this House to give citizen-
ship rights to natives. At that time I also
voiced my disappointment and disapproval
at the discrimination against natives in
the South-West Land Division—the nat-
ives I look after. That Bill was well
worth proclaiming for the whole of West-
ern Australia; indeed to my way of think-
ing that was the purpose of the Bill.

The Hon. A. P. Griffith: What do you
think of the 1958 legislation?

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: I am speaking
on this one at present. I did not rise with
the intention of eriticising anybody.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Since this is
correcting the 1958 measure I wondered
whether you could tell us something about
it.

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: I do not wish
to get into any argument with the Min-
ister, because I am sincere in what I say.
My main reason for speaking is to say
something for the children of the people
with whom I have had a lot to do recently
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—particularly in the last couple of years.

I have the honour to represent those

children. 1 feel very disappointed that

they must wait until they reach the age of

31'11 vears before anything can he done for -
em.

Sitting suspended from 3.52 to 4.8 p.m.

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: Before the
suspension I was saying that my main
concern in this matter is for the children;
and the measure should be again looked
at from that angle.

I think we all appreciate that the
greatest problems in rearing children are
encountered from the time they leave
school until they are old enough to more
or less look after themselves. We say
that a lad becomes a man when he turns
21; and in the case of a girl, she becomes
a woman at the age of 18. It is the gap
between those years that should recelve
more attention ifn order to assist the
children instead of placing restrictions on
them. We should find some way to guide
coloured children during that period.

They attend State and mission schools;
and when they leave they return to the
trike as they have nowhere else to go.
Therefore it is only natural that they
revert to their tribal ways under tribal
law, and the good that has been done for
them while they have been attending
sehool {s lost.

I think it would be an excellent thing
if we had in the metropolitan area, or
somewhere else, factories built in which
these children could be taught trades.
This is something that could be looked at
by the Government. I strongly recom-
mend this idea t¢ the Government be-
cause it would be a means of keeping the
children concerned in touch with our
ways, and they would be a part of us dur-
ing those years.

I previously referred to a parade held
last Saturday at Leonora. Unfortunately
Leonora is a small town, but to the children
who marched it is their town—their home.
It was quite obvious the kiddies had put
a lot of work into the parade beforehand;
and it was also obvious that the teachers
had put in a lot of work with the children.
I think the teachers as well as the children
are to be congratulated on the way the
children turned out last Saturday.

My only wish is that the Government
will have a second look at this Bill
before bringing it in as an Act.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. R. F. Hutchison.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL
Receipt and First Reading
Bill received from the Assembly; and, on

motion by The Hon. A. F. Griffith (Min-
ister for Mines), read a first time.



2252

USED CAR DEALERS BILL
Assembly's Message

Message from the Assembly received and
read notifying that it had agreed to the
amendments made by the Council

IRON ORE (HAMERSLEY RANGE)
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH {(Suburban

—Minister for Mines) [4.14 pm.]: X
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill is one which I foreshadowed
when explaining other iron ore Bills, and
it amends the Iron Ore (Hamersley
Range) Agreement Act, which was ratified
last year. The companies directly con-
cerned in the Hamersley Iron Pty. Lid.
venture are Conzine Riotinto of Australia
Ltd., 60 per cent; and Kaiser Steel Cor-
poration of California, 40 per cent.

By way of introduction, I would point
out that the Mount Newman agreement
already hefore the Chamber has, for alt
Dbractical purposes, the same abjectives
and requirements as the Hamersley iron
agreement. In the course of negotiating
the former agreement, it was made clear
that there were some provisions which
should be expressed in a different form,
however.

At this juncture, I would inform hon-
ourable members that it was the intention
of the Government, under the understand-
ing in its original agreement in respect ef
Hamersley, that the method of interpre-
tion now clarified in these amendments
would have been applied. It is thought
that would have been the wish and in-
tention of any State government, There-
fore, when negotiating regarding the
Mount Newman deposits, it was empha-
sised that these things were not expressed
in terms which would be clearly under-
stood by successive administraiions, and
the Government readily agreed on that
point.

As 8 consequence, it was established by
agreement that should such variations be
contained in the Mount Newman agree-
ment it would be only fair and proper to
give Hamersley Iron Pty. Ltd. an oppor-
tunity to consider these variations and,
if necessary, amend the Act in an appro-
priate manner. This has been done and
the supplementary agreement for which
ratification is now requested is the resulit.

The amendments cover the following
points:—

t1) Change in definition of “export
date” to provide for any extended
pericd beyond three years follow-
ing the “commencing date” which
is agreed to under the terms of
the agreement.

[COUNCIL.}

(2) An additional definition, namely,
“processed iron ore” to be added
to facilitate drafting.

13) If the campany is unsuccessful in
securing iron ore contracts at an
early stage—and in this we have
in mind the cwrent round of
negotiations taking place between
the companies and the Japanese
steel industry—but demonstrates
its bone fide attempts to get con-
tracts on a competitive basis, they
may be granted such extensions
of time as the circumstances war-
rant, as provided for in the Mount
Newman agreement,

{4} Other amendments deal with ex-
tensions of time in certain cir-
cumstances to accord with the
other agreements,

(5) Clause 12 extends to Hamersley
Iron Pty. Ltd. the same privilege
for supplying personnel in the
operation of their port for the use
of others, as has been accorded
to the Mount Newman company.
The importance of this single
system of control in a port such
as this will be evident on a study
of the agreement.

{6) Clause 15 allows some flexibility
if circumstances prevent the
company from economically pro-
cessing quantities of iron ore
suitable for treatment under the
original agreement. The fexibi-
lity proposed does not mean that
the company will not have to pro-
vide the same ultimate volume of
production of secondary processed
matzrial as the orginal intention
stated. It does, however, allow
some flexibility if, in the course
of apening up its facilities, the
material produced in a natural
way from its operations does not
prove economic Ior processing in
guantities at certain stages.

(7} The final clause enables the Gov-
ernment to give some relief
against the rigidity of the original
agreement, which prohibits the
company from exporting a ton-
nage in excess of 5,000,000 tons a
year in cerfain circumstances.
This again accords with the pro-
visions of the Mount Newman
agreement.

Honourable members should be advised
alsg, I think, that just as it was thought
fit that these provisions, which appeared
in the Mount Newman agreement, should
be brought{ to the notice ¢f the Hamersley
iron concern, reciprocal action was taken
to make sure that the Mount Newman
Iron Ore Co. Ltd. would know of the
amendments that were being incorporated
by this supplementary agreement, hecause
of the objectives in the two agreements
heing approximately the same. They have
acknowledged that they consider these
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amendments are fair and reasonable and
that they have not introduced any new
material.

Dcbate adjourned, on motion by The
Hop. F, J. S. Wise (Leader of the Opposi-
tion).

CHEVRON-HILTON HOTEL
AGREEMENT ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Second Reading

THE HON, L. A. LOGAN
Minister for Local Government)
pm.1: I move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This Bill has reference to the ratifying
Act of Parliament, No. 20 of 1960, passed
as a consequence of the agreement be-
tween the Government, the City of Perth
and Chevron-Hilton Hotels Ltd., conclud-
ed as a result of negotiations with Chev-
ron-Hilton Hotels Ltd. for the construe-
tion of & high class hotel in Perth.

Under the agreement, the Government
was to sell to the company an area of
Government land adjacent to the Chris-
tian Brothers College. The Perth City
Council was to purchase the Christian
Brothers College site and, after exeision
of certain portions for street widening,
make the area available to the company
as part of the proposed hotel site.

A start was made on this project and,
in point of fact. considerahle expenditure
was outlayed on plans and specifications.
site preparation, and foundation con-
struction. It transpired, however, that the
company was unable tc provide finance to
proceed further and the project was sus-
pended. Eventually, the deposit qf
£22,500 paid by the company was forfeit
to the Crown and the land previously own-
ed by the Crown reverted,

Through the availability of the hotel site
being made known throughout the world,
a number of inquiries have been received
but no reasonable proposition has been
placed before the Government to further
proceed with the original intention to con-
struct this hotel.

Representations were accordingly made
by the Perth City Council to the Local
Government Department with a view fto
obtaining permission to sell the former
Christian Brothers College site to the
Commonwealth Government for the con-
struction of Commonwealth offices to
house the taxation and other departments.

As a consequence, the Government de-
cided to appoint a departmental commit-
tee to report on the future use of the
whole of the area between Victoria Aven-
ue and Government House. On receipt of
the committee’s report, Cabinet decided to
adopt a comprehensive plan for the util-
isation of the whole of this area of land.
The plan includes an approval to the sale

(Midland—
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by the Perth City Council to the Com-
monwealth Government of the old Chris-
tian Brothers' site {for the construction of
the Commonwealth cffices to which I have
previously referred.

Even though the Chevron-Hilton Com-
pany failed to fuifil its obligations and has
no further rights to the land set aside for
the hotel site, our legal advice throws
doubt upon the legal capacity of the Perth
City Council to dispose of its portion of
the land to the Commonwealth Govern-
ment. It may be recalled that by Act No.
20 of 1960, the agreement with Chevron-
Hilton Hotels was given statutory force
and the council was required to sell and
transfer the subject land to that company
after the excision of certain strips for
street widening purposes. The purpose of
this Bill then is to remove any doubt that
the council, as the legal owner of the land,
may how dispase of it to the Common-
wealth Government instead of to the
company.

Having made some earlier reference to
a comprehensive plan for the utilisation
of land in that area of the city, it may be
of inferest to honourable members if I
were to pass on for their information a
little more detail of what the plan envis-
ages,

It provides for the reservation of the
land between the Christian Brothers Col-
lege site and Government House as a
site for future Supreme Court buildings
and for garden and park treatment. Until
the land is required for this purpose, con-
sideration will be given to the possibility
of converting the wunused poriion into
public open space. Inquiries have already
been made regarding the best means of
disposing of or covering up the hotel
foundations to enable this to be done.

While the plan will initially cover the
area down to Terrace Drive and between
Victoria Avenue and Government House,
it is hoped that in the distant future the
treatment can be extended right through
to Barrack Street, taking in Stirling and
Supreme Court Gardens and incorporat-
ing a co-ordinated layout with the highest
standards of civic design.

The first step in the plan is likely to
be the construction of the Commonwealth
buildings required for the Taxation De-
partment, and during the course of its
inquiries, the committee held discussions
with appropriate Commonwealth officers
in this respect. They agreed they would
be very willing to co-operate with the
State authorities to ensure that the design
of the Commonwealth buildings would
harmonise to the fullest extent possible
with what the State had in mind.

It is intended that further consultation
will take place to ensure the co-ordination
of any Commonwealth development de-
sign with plans for the eventual use of
the adjoining State land. These plans
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will follow the recommendation in the
Stephenson-Hepburn Report to incor-
porate the layout of the grounds as
verdant sguares or rest gardens so as to
introduce open spaces into the office areas
of the city.

Debate adjourned, on motion by
Hon. H. C. Strickland.

The

PHARMACY BILL
Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 3rd Novem-
ber, on the following motion by The Hon.
L. A. Logan (Minister for Local Govern-
ment):—

That the Bill be now read a second

time.
THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [424 pm.]:

There has been s change in the form of
the Statutes dealing with pharmacy and
poisons. We have passed a law dealing
with poisons, and we are now dealing with
a law relating to pharmacy matters gen-
erally and the registration of chemists
and pharmacies. In this document we
have presented something which is new,
and something which is old; but in gen-
eral it is designed to meet the circum-
stances obtaining today.

We have dealt with the Poisons Act in
its new form. In 1954 we had & com-
pilation or consolidation of the then
existing laws; laws compiled and com-
posed into ohe document and into
one Act known as the Pharmacy and
Poisons Compilation Act. In the 1954
Statute there was provision for the repeal
of the Acts of 1894, 1899, and 1903. In
the present measure there is provision
for the repeal of Acts of 1910, 1937, 1948,
1952, 1954, and 1962. In recent days we
have had some discourse on the repeal
of laws; and in connection with this
measure we find that all the Acts I have
mentioned will be repealed on the pro-
clamation of this new presentation.

Since the 1954 compilation there has
been an amendment regarding the quali-
fications of apprentices and pharmaceuti-
cal chemists. Little has been done since
then, and it is now proposed to change
the prineciples of the former Statutes. It
is worth mentioning that there is con-
tained in this Bill a saving clause specify-
ing the limits of the effect of the previous
law and particularly in reference to the
regulations made under the previous law,
which will stand even though today's law
is repealed.

In the case of new regulations—which
I will deal with later—there will be an
early need to prepare, and have operative,
regulations under the new Act, hecause
some very important things could happen
which might be prejudicial to all interests
asociated with pharmacies unless the
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regulations are prepared, introduced, and
f_azetted very early after the proclama-
ion.

To attempt to analyse this Bill in a short
period of time is not easy. When we pass
quickly from one clause to another we find
that there are some alterations in the
definitions compared with those in the
old Act. They are mainly alterations af-
fecting eclarification. My examination of
the Bill indicates that in some clauses
almost complete sections have heen lifted
from the old Pharmacy and Poisons Act,
but there are no marginal notes to give us
the background or the history of the new
clauses.

I regard this—and I have mentioned it
on more than one occasion—as a very seri-
ous drafting flaw; a very serious omission.
Marginal notes are necessary for refer-
ence purposes and for the careful study
of Bills. They help the endeavours of
honourable members as they make an ef-
fort to alism the present reasons for
changes with the principles of other years.
Marginal notes are not part of a Bill; we
all know that. They have no bearing on
its authority but, in addition to defining
the clause, they form a very important part
of the background of our laws. If hon-
ourable members are sufficiently interested,
and they have the Act before them, I ask
them to look at the Pharmacy and Poisons
Act. In the marginal notes they will find
the background of every section and the
occasion when the parent Act was
amended.

I am wandering what is the reason for
this new approach in the presentation of
a Bill; because it certainly will not help
the legal pecple in their researches, and
it certainly will not help parliamentarians
in their study of the existing law if they
do not know the origln and background
of the parent Acts. So I raise this mat-
ter very deliberately, because the work
involved in the meticulous checking of
new Statutes—as the one we are discuss-
ing will he—would be considerably eased
if the side reference or marginal note gave
some clue as to the origin of the clause.

I present that thought to the Minister
in a kindly fashion and I ask him to sug-
gest to the draftsman that Bills submitted
in the form in which this Bill has been
submitted are not helping the work of Par-
liament, of parliamentarians, of the legal
profession, of a library staff, or of officers
of the House.

The Hon, A. P, Griffith: I do not mean
to interrupt you but I t{ake it you mean
that the marginal notes should refer to
the prinecipal Act?

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: If the Minis-
ter will pick up the reprint of any Act,
or a bound copy of the Reprinted Acts,
or even the Act with which we¢ are now
dealing, the Pharmacy and Poisons Act,
he will find, without exception, in the
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marginal note of every section, the history
of that section showing where it is
amended and the particular portions of
sections amended subsequent to the first
reprint.

1 draw attention to the matter because
in my view it is something very deficient
in the presentation of new Bills which are
not only incorporating and consolidating
old Statutes, but which are also presenting
in a new form similar proposals and prin-
ciples intermingled with new amendments.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: It would be
different if it were a section to be repealed
and re-enacted.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: E=xactly. 1
suggest to the Minister he turn the pages
of any volume of our Statutes and he will
find what our trained and skilled legal
people look for to assist them to Eknow
where to refer for the origin of our laws.
The parent Aect of the measure we are
now dealing with is an outstanding ex-
ample of the value of marginal notes.

This Bill contains some very interesitng
amended principles. In its provisions, in
-clauses such as from clause 16 onwards,
we find new principles associated with the
raising of funds, the control of funds, and
the prescribing of fees, as well as opera-
tive clauses dealing with the management
of the council which, in the main, are
administrative provisions affecting the new
set-up under the new council. In addition
to continuing some of the old principles
it will be found, in clauses such as clause
21, there is the bringing forward of the
responsibility for training—because in this
industry, as honourable members know,
the apprenticeship system expired in 1963
—of our future students who will be re-
quired to have 2,000 hours of formal
instruction and practical training with
chemists.

Clause 21 is really part IV lifted from
the parent Act. It certainly creates an
exacting demand on the trainees in this
profession and places a very important
responsibility on the principals in this pro-
fession. It is something which the genera!
public are entitled to have in a profession
where specialists are the rule and where
people who have the lives of others at stake
in the carrying out of their professional
duties are involved. In the clause to which
I refer will glso be found a demand for
pride in the profession; and demands of an
exacting kind will be enforeed in the mat-
ter of hygiene and the like. Rigid condi-
tions are set out regarding equipment and
so on, all of which, I would suggest, are
very important and necessary in a pro-
fession of this nature.

On page 12 of the Bill there is some-
thing I would like the Minister to have
a loock at. Although the marginal note
will not tell us from where this clause was
taken, I can tell honourable members that
it is really section 21 (c} of the parent
Act. The only amendment that has been
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made to the section in the parent Act is
the changing of the word ‘that" from the
word “which.” As a person very interested
in the use of English words I am wondering
whether the Minister can explain- to us the
need for that very minor alteration,

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Where is that?

The Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: On page 12,
line 19, after the word “standard.” The
word “which” appears in the Pharmacy
and Poisons Act and it has been altered
to “that.” The use of a pronoun of that
kind is very clearly defined in the works of
Fowler's Modern English Usage. Whether
the word has been changed because of a
pernickety attitude, and simply because
the word ‘“that” is repeated two lines
aftel'wards, or because the word “which”
oceurs in the Bill three or four lines before,
I do not know. I would like the Minister
to get a ruling on the reason for changing
that word.

The Hon. J. Dolan: The draftsman has
probably been to see “Macbeth.”

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: There must be
a reason.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: The honourable
Mr. Dolan might be able to give us the
reason for it.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Clause 22 con-
tains some new principles and I think it
is an excellent provision. It deals with the
requirements of persons who apply to the
council to be registered, and in the fol-
lowing clause, which also contains a new
principle, provision ts made for the regis-
tration of pharmacies which otherwise
conform to the law. That is a very im-
portant principle in the Bill. It is new,
it is not in the old Act, and it is some-
thing which I belleve is a very good re-
quirement.

The Hon. H, K. Watson: What clause
was that?

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: I was speaking
of clause 23. It is a clause which, I am
told, has given concern to some people in
this profession. At this stage I want to
state guite clearly that I know honourable
members have been approached by repre-
sentatives of organisations in connection
with this Bill; and honourable members
know my attitude to these things. I do
not hold with any sort of lobbying or any
sort of pressure, whether by correspon-
dence or in person. However, I understand
that some such thing has been going on.

In clause 24, which is really the old
section 15 amended, and which now in-
cludes the registration of pharmacies, we
will find that with registration, plus the
statutory requirements, there should hbe
some improvement in the operation of
certain types of premises. I think it could
be said in general that pharmacists are
very proud of the display within their
premises. As a rule they are most meticu-
lous in the way their goods are presented
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and in the way in which their staff deal
with the public. I am sure there will be
no objection, except from those who may
be erring, to the reguirements of this
clause.

There is an interesting provision in
clause 27 dealing with the right of appeal.
That is new and is not to be found in the
old Act. It is always a good thing to pro-
vide for a right of appeal so that no person
will be subject to the whims or caprices of
a council. The right of appeal will ensure
that there will be no unfair dealing with
or treatment of an individual or a pro-
fessional person,

Subsequent c¢lauses, particularly clause
32, deal with offences by chemists. The
provisions are quite specific and are set
out very clearly. It means there will be a
continuation of the rigidity which applies
under the present iaw—and those who are
of the profession and in it will be proud
of the record which they possess—and un-
der the clause in the Bill that will be
properly policed.

There is also a very interesting para-
graph in that clause which deals with
advertising. This is a new provision. It
is the only new part of clause 32, The rest
of it, except for a few words relating to
the variation of a fine, is lifted completely
from the existing Act. It provides that if
a pharmaceutical chemist is guilty of a
breach of the regulations relating to ad-
vertising, the council may serve upon him
a notice and may take action.

When one thinks of the great variety of
cthemist lines which are sold, the scope
for unscrupulous advertising is almost
limitless. The scope for unscrupulous
advertising of many other commeodities is,
to say the least, disgusting, WMany of
those concerned who, by the nature of
their business, are forced to handle pro-
prietary lines will be quite agreeable to a
principle such as I have referred to being
included in the Rill. This provision wili
deal with TV advertising. and advertising
in the printed form in newspapers. I might
sugegest that in respect of some chemist
iines the people concerned are skating
along the borderline in their compilation
of present-day advertising,

I presume clause 36 is regarded as a
contentious provision, if there is one in
the Bill. It clearly sets out the rights of
friendly societies as to their future opera-
tions., It is designed to remove any pos-
sible doubt about the authority which was
given to friendly societies in the past.
Those are the intentions of the provision
in clause 36. It is designed to clear up
misunderstanding, and to clarify the sit-
uation of the four new premises which
have been constructed since 1956. There
is no doubt that two of these were abso-
lutely in the clear with regard to full ap-
proval to trade; it may be that the other
two atre in doubt. That was the conten-
tlon of the Minister and of the Public
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Health Department. The provision. in this
clause will clarify the position. ‘The six
old ones will be beyond doubt as regards
approval, and the four new ones—making
10 in all—will, on the passing of this mea-
sure, be able to trade fully, without preju-
dice, with the publie.

I do not know whether that dees. in {he
minds of some, sort out what has been re-
garded as unfair trading bhenefits. I think
we must give some consideration to the
background which has prompted the alter-
ed circumstances applying to a chemist,
and to a chemist associated with a friendly
society. In the past, before the introduc-
tion of social service benefits, hospital
benefits, and the free drug list, concessions
had to be provided to assist trading in
certain circumstances; and lodges and
friendly societies wete very effective. The
law was therefore amended with the in-
tention of doing away with any adverse
circumstances and of placing fairly friend-
ly societies on o proper footing., 'That was
the intention. Whether or not it wholly
and justly rectified the position is open to
some doubt.

The Hon. L. A. Logan:
to the 1956 amendment.

The Hon. F. J. 8. WISE: Yes. I cer-
tainly was proposed in the best interests
of all concerned. One of the interesting
clauses in the Bill is that dealing with the
regulation making power. The proposed
new section differs from the existing one,
and incorporates many of the existing reg-
ulation making provisions. The pew pro-
visions are referred to from paragraph
(k) onwards of clause 47. There will be
need to draft the regulations not only
with care. but also with an attitude of
fairness in their application.

I am sure that all who are engaged in
this profession are very conscious of how
regulations apply—not merely as supple-
ments to the Act. In almost every sense
they dominate the administration of the
Act. The regulations which could be made
under this law would be enforced when
Parliament was not in session. They would
become the law for many months before
Parliament met again. Therefore I urge
the Minister and the Government, in re-
spect of these new regulation making
provisions which are so far-reaching, to
produce something which will be beyond
doubt, and which will be acceptable to all.

You are referring

The powers conferred by paragraphs
(k) to (p) in clause 47 of the Bill ate very
wide. They prop up the councll in
every particular where decisions are made
by regulation. The provisions which relate
to conditions, to the facilities and services,
and in some instances to the conduct of
the business in excess of the equipment
to be provided, can he very wide, An at-
tempt has been made to meet justly the
position which exists today. 1 support the
measure,
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THE HON. J. G. HISLOFP (Metropoli-
tan) 14.53 p.m.): This is a very interesting
Bill to one who has been associated for
some years with pharmaceutical bodies. In
my lifetime pharmacy has gone through
various stages. In the early days the
practice of pharmacy was a very restricted
one, and no pharmacy would think of
displaying anything in the window other
than two large bottles—one green and one
red. The pharmacies in those days did
not display any advertising at all.

After a certain time this practice broke
down, but there always was a limitation.
The pharmacies relied almost entirely on
the dispensing of mixtures, lotions, pills,
ointments, liniments, and so on, together
with the sale of a-.limited nwnber of pro-
ducts which slowly were put on their
shelves by the wholesale and manufactur-
ing chemists.

I remember the sudden change which
appeared in my father's pharmacy when
Nyal's produced a host of preparations and
displayed them in the shop. From then
the pharmacy looked very different to
what it did in the past. In more recent
times the pharmacy has taken ¢n a com-
pletely new front. With the ability of the
public to handle the large number of drugs
which are prepared by the pharmaceutical
companies, and with the introduction of
the national health services, thus reducing
the cost of prescriptions to 5s. each in
the main, the practice of pharmacy be-
came attractive to many people. There is
no doubt that in the early stages of the
nafional health scheme a considerable in-
crease in the number of individuals who
desired to practice pharmacology occurred.

It was about this siage that we began
to see all sorts of goods being displayed
in chemist shops; and one wonders
whether a principle should be drawn be-
tween a pharmacy, and a store which runs
a pharmacy. Some of the difficulties which
arose created a good deal of confusion
a.ndlfdiscussion even among the profession
1tself.

Last year a move was made to dispense
with the apprenticeship system of training
pharmacists, and replace it with a course
of training in the technical colleges. To
the course was added 2,000 hours of train-
ing within a pharmacy. ‘This practical
training in a pharmacy will increase the
status of the qualified pharmacist. I
personally hope that the amount of time
spent in a pharmacy during training will
not be spent profitlessly; and I said so
last year when I spoke to the measure.

To a large extent the art of dispensing
has disappeared. I have heen told that
I am one of the very few doctors who
write prescriptions. One of the city
pharmacists told me that he had retained
a set of my prescriptions, in order that
he might show his staff what a prescrip-
tion looked like. We are able to see the
difference which has crept into the fleld
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of pharmacology. I would like to see
pharmacies do away with their ancillary
trade, and get rid of the books, toys, and
Christmas gifts which they now sell.

The Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: I have not seen
any chemist shops selling crackers yet.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: That is ahout
the only thing they do not sell.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: To be fair,
you would then have to prohibit the sale
of medicines by other establishments.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. This Bill
very nearly does that. I told the Hoyse
vesterday that I thought the provisions
in the Polsons Bill would enable cough
mixtures manufactured by certain com-
panies to be sold even though they con-
tained a certain amount of ephedra. The
Minister said these could not be sold
except in chemist shops. If that is the
case the sale of cough mixtures by some
of the big firms will be destroyed, while
the sales by the pharmasacies will be in-
creased considerably; that is, if the con-
tention of the Minister is maintained by
the advisory committee proposed under
that Bill. !

The Hon. P. J. 5. Wise: Some make
quite a song ahout it, don’t they?

The Hon. J, G. HISLOP: Yes. I think
the publle and we will hear more about
that at an early date. This Bill provides
a great deal of inferest to all those
concerned—hoth pharmacists and those
outside pharmacy. One clause which is
of particular interest to me concerns the
registration of pharmacies. I wonder
what it means? Let me put it this way:
the companies are those which own a
pharmacy within their premises and em-
ploy a pharmacist to carry on the
occupation.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: What clause are
you dealing with?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: It is clayse
23 on page 14. That is what actually
constitutes a company under this Bill:
and five of them, all told, exist in the
city. They actually own the territory in
which the pharmacy iz established and
they employ a trained pharmacist. They
had that right given to them a number
of years ago.

However there is another siteation of
2 similar nature which is likely to occur
where big organisations, usually em-
poriums, lease the territory for the
pharmacy to a qualified pharmaeist. This
simply mesns that the pharmacist, in-
stead of having premises in an open street.
as it were, has his pharmacy within an
emporium. He still obtains the profit of
the business and is stil in total charge
of it. Therefore that situstion does not
come under this legislation where it deals
with companies.



3258

Just what happens, however, when the
emporium leases this site to a pharmacist,
and then decides to open up another
emporium? All the emporiums are doing
this and spreading out into the various
areas. What happens when an emporium
wishes to lease premises for a second
pharmacy under the aegis, shall we say,
of the company? That could occur. There
is one in sight in Fremantle. I wonder
whether this clause would prevent that.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: What is the
number of the clause?

The Hon, J. G. HISLOP: It is clause 23,
subclause (2}, appearing on page 14, as
follows:—

(2) The Council may upon the
application of a pharmacesutical
chemist, or of a company or friendly
society referred to in subsection (1)
of this section, register in his or its
name any pharmacy in which the
Council is satisfled that the pharma-
ceutical chemist practises or carries
on, or intends to practise or carry on,
business as 2 pharmaceutical chemist,
either as principal or mansager for a
principal, or the company or friendly
soclety carries on or intends to carry
on the business of a chemist.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: I suggest that
the subject you are discussing comes under
paragraph (2), not paragraph (b).

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: He is neither
a principa! nor a manager.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: He is a prin-
cipal.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: But not a
manager. He conducts his own pharmacy
and is renting the territory from the em-
porium. This is what I think is going to
happen to a large extent in all the new
areas being established. The Grove at
Cottesloe practically belongs to the em-
porium which has established it. This
sort of practice will continue and the
businesses will be taken out into the
suburbs. Shops will be rented by the
emporiums. This has happened in Vie-
toria and elsewhere quite freely; and I
wonder what interpretation can be put
on that type of pharmacy under clause 23?

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: They will have
to be approved premises.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The person
concerned has to be g registered pharma-
cist and he will pay rent to the emporium.
He will have no shop window to the street.
More often than not he will be totally in-
side the building.

The Hon. R. Thompson: He would not
come in under the roster system to give
service to the public.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No. He could
not be open. Myers, in Melbourne, and
I think the same applies to Buckleys, rent
quite big areas to various organisations.
Myers has always had a chemist; and
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beauticians’ bars are alongside one wall
They all pay rent and conduct the busi-
nesses themselves; they do not operate as
part of Myers business. This practice
will, I believe, increase in the future,

I am not going to traverse the Bill in
the same way as the honourable Mr. Wise
did, because he did it so sucecessfully.
However 1 do want to draw attention to
certain aspects. I was very glad to hear
the honourable member say that this
control of expansion by companies and by
friendly societies was not in the best in-
terests of pharmacy. Those of us who
have been in this Chamber for a long
period will remember that we have reg-
istered a dental mechanic as a dentist.
When doing so we registered him as a
dentist purely for his lifetime. It was
not a gift which could carry on to his
progeny, but finished with his existence.
I feel that in time this legislation should
contain something of the same character
—that the right held by the friendly
societies and the companies should have
a limited life so that evenutally pharmacy
gﬂl be a purely professional organisa-

on.

If this Bill were to include a provision
giving these companjes 10 or 15 years, or
whatever was decided as just, we could
look forward to the time when the whole
of the therapy of the public was known
to be in the hands of persons directly
responsible not only for the handing out
of the therapy but for the whole proce-
dure of pharmacy.

The Hon. 1. C. MacKinnon: Would you
apply that to those company type of pre-
mises you talked about?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. I would
apply it to the lot so that everyone was
qualified exactly the same as in my pro-
fession. We cannot hire out work te
other people and become a company. We
have to go into partnership, possibly in
order to meet the present-day conditions.
However there is no organisation whereby
some lay person can hire four or fAve
medical practitioners, pay them a salary,
and run the organisation.

The Hon. H, K. Watson: Dr. Peate
made a vallant effort to do that.
The Hon J. G. HISLOP: Yes, I think

the same principal will eventually apply
as far as pharmacy is concerned.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: You would
like to socialise it?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: No, the very
reverse. I would like to put this business
into the hands of individual pharmacists
and not have them employed by a com-
pany or any other organisation.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You have looked
at clause 36°

The Hon. J. G, HISLOP: Yes. I do not
think that can possibly do what I feel
should be done, because these people have
been given the right under clause 36 to
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carry on. 1 feel this is a point which
might well be looked at, and it would be
very fair to do so.

Quite frankly, Victoria is a very pure
State so far as pharmacy is concerned.
There are no companies or friendly socie-
ties to my knowledge practising in that
State, because the Victorian Pharmaceuti-
cal Council, right from its earliest days, was
adamant that only a chemist could con-
duct a pharmacy. Even if the pharma-
cist is away for a certain time he has to
have another qualified pharmacist on duty
in his shop.

The Hon, F. J. S. Wise: Are there no
friendly societies there?

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: They have no
chemist shops.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: There are 60
of them.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Sixty chemist
shops?

The Hon. P. R. H. Lavery. Yes.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: They must
have started since I was there. However,
they do handle pharmaey in a purer way
than any other State in Australia. I am
sure we would have {o search a long time
to find those 60 shops. Many are
joined together in @ group like Amscol,
and so on. They are joined, but I doubt
very much whether they have expanded
in the same way as here.

When we passed the amendment in 1956,
I am sure most of us believed we had
limited the friendly societies to the num-
ber in existence at that date, but then we
suddenly saw the expansion taking place.
It is quite obvious that some action of this
sort had to he taken.

One other clause to which I wish to
make reference concerns advertisicg by a
pharmacist. I would like the Minister in
charge of the Bill and, later, the Pharma-
ceutical Council, to give consideration
to granting to each registered pharma-
ceutical chemist at the date of his quali-
fication some diploma which he could use
and which would he recognised by the
public.

Many pharmacists put on their premises
the sien “Ph. Ch. M.P.3.” This does not
mean anything. It simply means they are
pharmaceutical chemists, and it gives an
inherent qualification by indicating that
if they are chemists, they are recognised
by the society. “M.P.3.” means they are
members of the Pharmaceutical Society.

I could put up a notice to say I was a
member of alt sorts of societies, if it came
to that.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: You could
not be a member of the Pharmaeeutical
Society if you were not qualified.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: This Bill is
interesting because under the old Act a
person could be registered if he was &
member of the Pharmaceutical Society.
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The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: That's right.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: So he would
get his M.P.S. That was the first provi-
sion in the previous legislation. I do not
think it is in this Bill. I think he has
to show his qualifications, but I doubt
whether provision is made requiring a
pharmaceutical chemist to be & member
of the Pharmaceutical Saciety.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: Clause 21 pro-
vides for the registration of a pharmaceu-
tical chemist.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: The first
qualification mentioned in the old Act was
that the individual had to be a member
of the Pharmaceutical Society.

The Hon. F. J. 5. Wise: Part III of the
Bill at page 10 deals with the matter.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: Section 4 of the
Act is somewhat similar to clause 20 (4)
on page 11 of the Bill.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Getting back
to what I was saying, it would be much
better if the diploma was conferred upon
the pharmacist at the date of his regis-
tration; and a diploma should be presented
to all those who are now registered as
pharmacists. It would be something
earned by them rather than just recogni-
tion of having joined a society. A chemist
could then legitimately display his quali-
fications,

To me there seems to be a flavour of
advertising when s person shows that he
is & member of a certain society. I think
this provision should be deleted from the
Act altogether. There is no reason why
a chemist should join the Pharmaceutical
Society in order to be registered. Doctors
do not have to join the AM.A. to be re-
gistered; they become registered because
of the qualifications they gain in their
training; and a pharmacist should be re-
gistered in the same way, and not because
he is a member of some society.

In the main I regard the measure as
an excellent one. It will help to improve
the standard of the pharmacist and give
him real standing in the community., It
will do a lot for him, too, from the point
of view of engendering confidence. I sup-
port the measure, which may be further
discussed in Committee.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (West) [5.18
pm.]1: I had prepared quite s speech on
the measure, but having heard the honour-
able Mr, Wise and the honourable Dr. His-
lop dissect it I do not think there is much
left for me to say. I might, however,
comment on some aspects of the measure
which might not have been touched on as
fully as we would desire. I was interested
to note in the Bill the change that has
been made with respect to qualifications.
In the old days it was possible for a stu-
dent to hecome qualified by serving an
apprenticeship and taking lessons at the
technical school, and then passing the
prescribed examinations. It is pleasing to
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note that there is to be a tightening up
in regard to registration, and the qualifi-
cations will be more rigid. This will mean
that the public can have greater confi-
dence in the profession.

1 understand the apprenticeship system
finished last year. I do not think the Bill
in any way interferes with those people
who were apprentices when the appren-
ticeship system went out of vogue. They
will be able to continue their apprentice-
ship and become qualified.

There are some aspects of the measure
with which I am not very happy, and
others that I feel require some under-
standing. 1 consider that those respon-
sible for dealing with the Bills
in regard to the Pharmacy and Poi-
sons Act, and in regard to bringing down
two Bills, had a most difficult task. I feel
they were in the position of trying to
please two groups and of endeavouring
to effect a compromise. In that regard I
think they have done an excellent job,
and the two groups most vitally con-
cerned in the Bill should be reasonably
satisfled that those who were responsible
for framing the clauses in these measures
have tried to be fair,

I was not too happy with the Bill when
1 first saw it, but it has since been
amended and I now support it fully.
There are many new provisions in the
measure, It will now be necessary for two
licenses to be issued. First of all the pre-
mises will have to be licensed, and then
the chemist himself will he reguired to be
licensed. The licensing of premises is a
wise provislon because it will provide con-
trol over the premises and ensure that
they will be of the highest possible stand-
ard. So far as cleanliness is concerned, I
would say the standard of cleanliness in
pharmacies would satisfy anyone. I have
been into many chemist shops and they
are scrupulously clean. The conditions
under which chemists work leave nothing
to be desired.

The Bill will prohibit the use of auto-
matic vending machines in chemist shops,
and this provision is to be commended.

‘The Hon. L. A. Logan: Do you know
what came out of some of those machines
in England?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Yes; and I know
the dangers in which young people, in
particular, can be involved if there is no
control of this sort.

I think that to a certain extent the Bill
has heen modelled on the Queensland Act
which, in its application, has been most
successful. Some views were expressed as
to what was meant by improper advertis-
ing, and I took the precaution of looking
at the Queensland Act to see what it pro-
vided. Even so I could not get details of
the type of advertising that was objected
to. I have seen circulars and samples of
advertising that should certainly not be
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encouraged. This is what the Queensland
Act has to say on the guestion of adver-
tising—

A pharmaceutical chemist is guilty
of misconduct if he advertises, either
directly or indivectly, or sanctions ad-
vertissments or employs ol sanctions
advertisements or employs or sanc-
tions the employment of agents or
canvassers for the purpose of adver-
tising by any means whatsoever in a
manner which is immoral or obscene,
or which brings discredit on the pro-
fession of a pharmaceutical chemist,
or which misleads or is likely to mis-
lead the public.

That appears to be a dragnet clause. If
anybody offends, it is possible for the con-
trolling body to call upon the person con-
cerned to explain what he has done.

‘The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I believe most
chemists would strongly support that pro-
vision.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I would think so.
It is necessary at this stage to say a few
words about friendly societies. When I
was 4 young man I was a member of a
friendly society, and I feel that friendly
societies played a maegnificent part in the
community in those times. Most socleties
consisted of groups of individuals who were
there to help themselves and to promote,
very aoften, social intercourse between
themselves; and they obtained real bene-
fits. I forget just what I used to pay each
gquarter to the lodge to which I belonged,
but I had the privilege of going to the
friendly society dispensary and having my
prescriptions made up; and I had a family
doctor who attended my wife and child-
ren. Friendly societies were a real boon
to the community,

I feel that in one respect friendly soci-
eties are on the wane because in 1953-54
they had a membership of 22,207, and in
1962-63—the latest flgure—the member-
ship was 18,978, which represents a de-
crease of 23 per cent. in 10 years., I feel
that state of affairs has been brought about
to a large extent bhecause of the advent
of social services. When I joined a
friendly society there were no social ser-
vices as we know them today.

The Hon. H. K. Watson: The friendly
societies were the social services.

The Hon., J. DOLAN: Yes, and they did
a magnificent job. They are to be com-
mended for what they did in those times.
Because of the decline in membership, I
feel this Bill is doing the correct thing by
recognising that they have served their
real purpese in the community. They
should be recognised for what they have
done, and I feel they are heing recognised
because the 10 friendly society shops will
have exactly the same privileges as any
other chemist shop. The preventing of
the establishment of further friendly
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saciety dispensaries is wise and has my
support. I am on the side of the pharma-
ceutical chemist who has been properly
trained and who is prepared to go to a
country centre and set himself up in a
shop and render service to the commu-
nity.

The Hon. ¥, R. H. Lavery: You are not
suggesting that the chemists employed by
the friendly societies are not properly
trained?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I would not debate
the point, but I feel the case mentioned
by the honourable membher is very in-
volved. I prefer to have the personal
touch between the man who runs his own
chermnist shop and the patient. In re-
cent vears I have frequently gone to a
chemist to have a prescription made up
and he has looked at it and said, "I will
check this with the doctor. I think there
may have been a mistake,” That was no
fault of the doctor; it was just that the
chemist felt that in the particular case
something else might be necessary. That
was hecause of the personal relationship
existing between the chemist and his cus-
tomer. I feel that we get a better result
in those c¢circumstances.

The honaourable Dr. Hislop referred to
the use of the letters M.P.S. after a per-
son’s name. That seems to be the custom
and it cannot be avoided. Some people
make a practice of gathering these let-
ters and getting as many as they can.
Some people get degrees. They start off
with one and then get another, and then
they obtain a diploma, and when it is all
boiled down, three-quarters of the old ori-
ginal degree is mixed up with the others.

I have seen on a land agent's office the
jetters R.EILW.A. Someone seeing those
letters after the person’s name might
think he was a pretty smart sort of a fel-
low, but then it transpires that the
letters are the initial letters of the Real
Estate Institute of Western Australia, so
that it means that the man who uses those
letters is only a member of the organisa-
tion. I would hate to write all the letters I
could add after my name. I could put
MFC.; EFC.,; W.ANFL.; and many
others. A stranger seeing all those letters
might think, “This fellow is clued up”;
and I would leave him with that impres-
sion.

The Hon. G. C. MacKinnon: Would it
take a stranger to think you were clued
up? I feel you do yourself an injustice.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I consider a real
attempt is being made to tighten up a
state of affairs which has existed in the
community for a long while. I commend
the framing of the Bill and the way it has
overcome difficulties. I think we can
look forward to the public being served in
all respects by all groups. I think the
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chemists will continue the excellent ser-
vice they have always given, and that the
friendly societies, which, from now on, will
have the same rights as chemists, will also
give the excellent service they have done
in the past and uphold the good name
they have in the community. I support
the Bill.

THE HON. H. K. WATSON (Metropoli-
tan) [5.31 pm.): I support the statement
made by the honourable Mr., Wise that,
when a Bill such as this is brought hefore
us, the parlismentary draftsman is failing
in his duty if he does not state, in the
marginal notes for the information of
honourable members of this House and,
indeed, for the members of the legal pra-
fession, the sections of the hitherto ex-
isting law from which the clauses in the
Bill were culled. Checking through the
Bill I cannot find one clause where any
reference is made to the Ac¢t which is be-
ing repealed, even though many of the
clauses have been taken intact from the
Act which this Bill seeks to repeal.

The clause which has been taken prae-
tically intact from another Act, execept
for that profound alteration of which the
honourable Mr, Wise made mention, re-
minds me of my school days when we had
to put the commas in the sentence, “That
which is is, that which is not is not, is not
that s0?"” On the point raised by the hon-
ourable Dr, Hislop, and speaking as a par-
liamentarian and not as a chemist, I sug-
gest the answer to his question is that the
five companies referred to by him are
gquite outside the question asked. The
honourable Dr. Hislop drew the distinction
which applies to the company which is
carrying on business itself under the special
provisions of section 44 (1) (ii) of the
old Aet—and I think there are five such
companies; and, as I have said, they are
quite outside the question raised by the
honourable member.

Then there is the other class of chem-
ist who is a sole trader carrying on busi-
ness on his own account. He may carry
on that business at any shop, or by ob-
taining a license from an emporium to
carry on business in the premises occu-
pled by that emporium. However, as an
individual, it is still his business. The an-
swer to where that person stands, under
this Bill, will be found in clauses 28 and
38 (1) (a). I suggest that an individual
chemist, whether he be carrying on busi-
ness on his own account in a Hay Street
shop of which he has exclusive posses-
sion, or whether he be carrying on busi-
ness exclusively on his own account but
within a prescribed area in a department-
al store, or some other approved place,
may calry on business in Fremantle, as
well, subject to clause 28. That is, he may
have two pharmacies.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: No, not more
than two.
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‘The Hon. H. K. WATSON: I see; no
more than two. The gquestion is not gov-
erned by the fact whether he is carry-
ing on business in a store: it is gov-
erned by the fact of what the individual
can do. Can he carry on more than one
business? Regardless of whether a chemist
is entitled to carry on two businesses,
whilst clause 28 is expressed negatively,
presumably it is implicit, positively, that
he can carry on two pharmacies,

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: It Is identical
with section 17 of the old Act.

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: So in that
case I think so long as the second phar-
macy wag carried on by the chemist under
his personal supervision, or under the
supervislon of a person who is a qualified
chemist, he would be in order.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: He must be.

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: Reading the
clause quickly, that is my impression.
Section 38, which clause T seeks to amend,
is the section which refers to the flve
companies which have been carrying on
business in this Siate for many years as
chemists; and the honourable Dr. Hislop
expressed the opinion that the time had
arrived to tell those companies that within
a period, which he considered should be
stated in the Act, their right to carry on
business as chemists should be terminated.
There is probably recom for difference of
opinion on that statement. Under the
old Act the companies were granted the
right to carry on business as chemists, and
sectlon 44 (1) (ii) of that Act provides—

Every company now carrying on
business as aforesaid under the
authority of this Aet shall be and is
hereby limited to the carrying on of
such business at one place or shop,
or premises, and no more,

I point out that that provision in the
old Act does not appear, in express terms,
in this Bill. In the Bill the position of
companies is merged in clause 36 (2) (b},
and the effect of the limitation is that
whereas in the past a company could
carry on its business anywhere in Western
Australia—presumably it could carry on
business in the City of Perth and if it
desired to shift to Wyndham or Esperance,
to take two extremes, it could do so—
under the Bill the company will be re-
stricted to carrying on business at the
place where it now carries on business,
and if for any reason it is unable to carry
on business at that place—in the event of,
say, the lease expiring, or for some other
reason—it may transfer its business to such
other place in the immediate vieinity of
the place so vacated as the Minister may
approve.

It has been suggested to me that this
may act adversely in ane or two cases,
and since the second reading of the Bill
1 have had a discussion with the Minister
for Health on this point. He undertook to
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examine the question thoroughly in the
intervening period to ascertain §f he could,
without unduly distinguishing between a
friendly society and a company, meet the
point to which I drew his attention. I
weuld be obliged if the Minister, in his
reply, could advise me if the Minister for
Health has concurred in my representa-
tion, because he said that if he did agree
he would prepare an appropriate amend-
ment to be moved in the Committee stage.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: Did you have
2 look at section 44 (2) in the old Act?
Under that section a company shall be
limited t0 the carrying on of its business
at one place, and not two.

The Hon, F. J. 8. Wise:
28 (2) {b).

The Hon, H. K. WATSON: Clause 268
(2) re companies provides for one, and
elause 28 re individuals provides for two.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: It is countered
by section 44 (2),

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: I do not
have the parent Act before me at the
moment. I hope the Minister in charge
of the Bill appreciates the great effort I
am making to save him answering these
questions.

The Hon. L. A. Logan: You are doing
a very good job.

The Hon. J. G, Hislop:
44 (2).

The Hon. H. K. WATSON: Neo, that
refers to the company again. The ques-
tion raised by the honourable Dr. Hislop
in his speech has nothing to do with
companies. The honourable member must
look to the provision relating to the indi-
vidual and not to the company, We are
considering two different cases. Subject
to those remarks, I support the Bill.

Look at clause

It is section

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland-—
Minister for Loecal Government) [543
pm.1: I thank honourable members for
their penerous support of the measure.
Without exception, every honourable
member who has spoken hag been in
favour of it. I think I ¢an go further
and sum up the discussion by saying that
this is the third measure we have dealt
with in this category. It certainly seems
to me that the department, and the
officers and drafismen who have been
responsible for the drafting of these four
Bills have done a very good job, with the
exception of the omission of the marginal
nates from the Bill, as referred to by the
honourable Mr. Wise and the honourable
Mr. Watson.

I must agree with those honourable
members that that is an omission that
should be rectified. I have already spoken
to my colieague, the Minister for Justice,
who has jurisdiction over the Parlia-
mentary Draftsmen, and he has promised
me he will discuss with the Crown Law
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officers this matter, together with the
other point raised by the honourable Mr.
Wise in regard to the changing of the
word “which” t¢ ‘“that.” If{ is the Chief
Parliamentary Draftsman whose duty it
is to lay down the usage of words for
all the draftsmen in the section.

Before receiving some information on
this a few minutes ago, my answer would
have been that we are aéaling with the
English language and that the Parlia-
mentary Drafisman preferred to use the
word-“that” instead of the word “which™;

~ and that is exactly what the position is, be-
cause I have had a reply from Mr. Walsh
in which he says it is purely a personal
matter. He has laid it down that he prefers
the use of the word “that” to “which.”
I hope that answers the point raised by
the honourable Mr. Wise.

I think the honourable Dr. Hislop has
a point so far as diplomas are concerned,
but I quite agree with the honourable
Mr. Dolan. I would put a -few letters
after my own name if they did not cost
so much—they cost about £5 5s. or £7 Ts.
But we find that an accountant has cer-
tain letters after his name to show that
he has secured his diploma, and I see no
reason why they should not be used in
this case.

The honourable Mr. Dolan mentioned
the fact that there was a decline In the
membership of friendly societies generally.
I agree there has been a decline in the
full membership of friendly societies.
Having been a member continuously for
41 years I think I can speak with some
authority on this matter.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I did not think
you were as old as that.

The Hon, L. A. LOGAN: With regard
to honorary members and registered
honorary members, however, the member-
ship of friendly societies is greater. There
has been a decline in the full membership
because of the introdyction of soclal ser-
vices, and the need is not now as great
as it was at one time. But friendly
societies still perform g very useful service
and I would not like to see them go out
of existence.

The honourable Dr. Hislop raised the
question of pharmacists. My interpreta-
tion would be that the first essential is
for an individual to be a registered
pharmacist. That is the first require-
ment. The second requirement is that
if he wants to go into business he must
approach the council and have his pre-
mises registered. He could apply, or
perhaps the firm could apply, for a
certain area in a store to be classi-
fled for use as a chemist shop. For
instance, in Boans at Waverley we
find there is a chemist shop, though
there is very little window space
available. I feel that an individual
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could have & chemist shop at Boans, Wav-
erley, and one at Boans, Morley, but no
more. Boans itself does not run a phar-
macy; the area within the shop is leased
to the individual. The point here is that
if Boans wanted to start another regional
shop and it already had two chemist shops
in its other branches it could not open an-
other chemist shop.

The Hon. F. R. H, Lavery: What is the
position with Boans at Cotlesloe?

The Hon. F. J. §. Wise: The chemist is
a tenant of the company.

The Hon, P, R, H. Lavery: Bul the
chemist in that company was the chemist
in that street before the place was built.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: He is still an
individual chemist. An individual chem-
ist could have a shop at Boans, Waverley,
and another shop at Boans, Morjey.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: But if Boans was
rhunning the shop, it could only have one
shop,

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Boans cannot
run it.

The Hon. R. Thompson: Foys have a
pharmacy.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: But there i5 a
registered chemist in attendance.

Clause 28 states categorically that an in-
dividual cannot operate in more than two
chemist shops.

The gquestion raised by the honourable
Mr. Watson in relation to companies was
referred to the Minister, He gave the
matter very serious and mature considera-
tion and decided it would he better to leave
it as it is. There iz more than one reason
why, and possibly the main reason is the
difficulty which the Minister had, when
dealing with this Bill, in reaching a com-
promise between two sections of the com-
munity. It could be said that it was the
only compromise possible; and if the Min-
ister diverts from that principle now he
wil] immediately bhreak down what he and
all the other parties have agreed to. If it
is broken down for the companies we would
immediately have the friendly societies
asking for it to be broken down for them.

The honourable Dr. Hislop said that he
would eventually wipe out friendly so-
cieties and companies. If we made the
amendment that has bheen suggested we
could have a company which has restricted
rights under the Act practising in a cer-
tain area at the moment, and the business
of that company could decline, and it could
see 8 possibility of business in a new area
where it would seek to open up. So if we
gave it the right to transfer, the company
would go to the new area after having
closed down ltS shop, thus causing some
disadvantage to anybody who wanted to
start there. I do not think that is the in-
tention of the Act, or of honourgble mem-
bers who have spoken tonight. So there
are two reasons why the Minister decided
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not to interfere with the Bil in its pre-
sent form. I thank honourable members
for their contributions and I hope and
trust the measure will fulfil the require-
ments expressed by them.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee

The Chairman of Committees (The Hon.
N. E. Baxter) in the Chalr; The Hon, L.
A, Logan (Minister for Local Government)
in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 20 put and passed.

u Clause 21: Qualifications for regisira-
on—

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I had intended
to say something on clause 20, but it seems
I have missed my chance,

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 22 to 25 put and passed.

Clause 26: License to practise as a
pharmaceatical chemist—

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I would like
to refer to new areas which are opening
up but which have no chemist to serve
them. I know of one such area at bre-
sent which is probably expanding a lot
faster than many other areas. If =a
friendly soclety were prepared to open up
there it would be prohibited from doing
so under this Bill. I am wheeling nobody’s
barrow in this matter; all I am interested
in is that the public be glven a service,
and this should be particularly so in the
housing area I have in mind. We see
service stations opening up unrestrictedly
to provide a service to the motorist. This
is ‘not azbsolutely necessary however,
whereas chemicals and medicines are re-
quired very urgently as a rule. If a chem-
ist does not open up in the area I have in
mind, will a friendly sociely be able to
provide a service to the public?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Under the
legislation a friendly society will definitely
not be able to open up. 1t specifically
permits the 10 that are practising at
the moment, and no more will be per-
mitted to open. That was the principle
we accepted in 1856. I was Grandmaster
at th= Unity Lodge at that tlme and I
gave a promise to this Chamber that the
friendly societies would not desire to open
up any more dispensaries. If a service
were required and it was a payable pro-
position for the friendly societies, then it
would also be a payable proposition for a
chemist to start and provide a service.
The young lads in training for their
diplomas will certainly be looking for
business.

The Hon. R. Thompson: I am only con-
cerned that this area gets & service.

The Hon. HL K. WATSON: My under-
standing of the servicing of various dis-
tricts 18 this: A friendly soclety has never
pioneered a district; it has always heen
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leit to an individual. Therefore if a dis-
triet warranted a pharmacy it would be
strange indeed if a chemist could not be
found to open up in that distric., either
on his own accord, or as a resuit of e
prod from the Pharmaceutical Council, or
committee, as the case may be,

Clause put and passed.
Clause 27 vt an2 passed.

Clzause 28: Limitation as to pinces of
business—

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I am not
quite clear as to the interpretation placed
on this clause by the Minister, but I feel
it has to be read in conjunciion with
clause 38, It is my view that s pharma-
ceutical chemist will not be able to con-
duect two pharmacies at the same time.
Clause 28 says that a chemist cannot

- conduct more than two businesses con-

currently; and clause 38 says he cannot
conduct a pharmacy unless the business
is carried on and conducted by him and
under the personal supervision of himself
or his assistant, who Is a pharmaceutical
chemist. I feel clause 28 implies he c¢an
conduct two businesses at the same time.
I want the Committee to be clear on that.

The Hon. . J. S. WISE: Clause 28,
excepting for the penalty, is identical with
section 17 of the old Act; and clause 38
is identical with seetion 45 (1) of the old
Act. One deals with the limitation as
to place of business and the other deals
with the business of a pharmaceutical
chemist being carried on by the principal
or a qualified assistant. I think the limita-
tions as expressed by the honourable Mr,
Heenan are that twoe may be aperated,
but no more than two, by the one person.
One or two of us have raised the peoint
that unless one can give a lot of attention
to the cross-references of the Bill and the
Act one would certainly be lost to know
where they came from.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: The intention
goes back as far as 1934 to preclude any
type of chain store activity as far as
chemists are concerned, The intention of
clauses 28 and 38 is that na-one may carry
on more than two chemist businesses.

Clause put and passed.
Clauses 29 to 44 put and passed.
Clause 45: General penalty—

The Hon. P. J. S, WISE: I wonder if the
Minister ean give us a reason for the ex-
treme change in the penalty expressed in
the Bill as compared with the penalty ex-
pressed under section 52A of the old Act
which was, I think, a penalty not exceed-
ing £10.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: Without re-
search I am unable to say when this pen-
alty was inserted in the original Pharm-
acy and Polsons Act,

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: No. 66 of 1948.
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The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: I would imag-
ine that £25 today would lose in compari-
son with £10 in 1948. That would be my
reason for the penalty being increased
from £10 to £25.

_ The Hon. P. J. 8. Wise: I was wonder-
ing if there was any particular conira-
vention which caused it.

The Hon, L. A. LOGAN: I am unable to
answer thai., Originally in the Bill the
penalty was £50 with £5 for a continuing
offence, and this was reduced to £25 and
£2 10s. During the dehate that took place
ih another place no mention was made as
to why the penalty was increased. At
least, I could see no mention of it.

The Hon, J. G. Hislop: I take it it is a
maximum penalty.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Whete no ex-
pressed penalty 15 laid down, the penalty
is £25 and £2 10s. each day for a continu-
ing offence, and this would be a maxi-
mum.

The Hon, H. K. WATSON: In view of
the fact that under the Interpretation Act
neither marginal notes nor footnotes of any
Act shall be deemed to be part thereof,
will the Minister give consideration to
having the marginal notes Included before
the Bill is officially printed by the Govern-
ment Printer. They do not form part of
the Act, but if they were added as a foot-
note after the Act is passed it would be a
convenience to everyhody.

The Hon. L. A, LOGAN: I will pass that
on.

Clalgse put and passed.
Clause 46 put and passed.
Clause 47; Regulations—

The Hon, J. G. HISLOP: Like the hon-
ourable Mr. Wise, I hope the council will
have a thorough look at these powers
which have been conferred upon it. Para-
graph (f) gives power to make a regula-
tion prescribing the form of agreement
made between a pharmaceutical chemist
and a student in relation to the practical
training. Is that to be a universal certifi-
cate that will apply to all students and all
pharmacists, or can it be altered for the
individual? If it can be altered for the in-
dividual, care will have to be taken that
the student receives the same amount of
education as any other student is entitled
to. If it is in a general form, that is quite
in order.

Paragraph (h) provides for regulations
prescribing that the certificates or diplo-
mas of competency as a pharmaceutist or
as a chemist and druggist of any special
society, college, or board of pharmacy
shall be recognised by the council. I would
ask the council to give serious considera-
tion to the conferring of diplomas upon
gualified candidates.

" Chemists have always been called upon
to keep a close record of sales, and this
has been of tremendous benefit. There are
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all sorts of manners of approach, and I
sugeest the council give close attention to
this matter. . There are one or two chem-
ists who photostat practically all prescrip-
tions and a copy can readily be obtained.
Others prefer to write them in bogks. The
photostat copies would be easier to file,
but if new conditions were suddenly laid
down it may cause difficulty to younger
chemists or those conducting a lesser bus-
iness. I have never found any chemist
who did not have a coinplete record of
what he sold; and in a number of shops
books are still being used.

As the provisions in this measure re-
present a redical change for:the phar-
maceutical chemist, 2 good deal of con-
sideration in regard to the use of the
regulations would be wise.

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: All I wish to

- say is that I will pass on the remarks of

the honourahle Mr. Wise and the honour-
abhle Dr. Hislop to the Minister. In re-
gard to diplomas and certificates, on page
31 there is provision for a register of
pharmaceutical chemists, and in the
third schedule there is provision for a
certificate of registration. Both. of these,
if permitted by the council, could be used
in a shop. .

Clause put and passed.

First to third schedules put and passed.

Title put and passed.
Sitting suspended from 6.18 to 7.30 p.m.

Report

Bill reported, without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading

Bill read a third time, on motion by
The Hon. L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government), and passed.

FRIENDLY SOCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 3rd Novem-
ber, on the following motion by The Hon.
L. A. Logan (Minister for Local Govern-
ment) .-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE HON. F. J. 5. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) (7.32 p.m.]:
This Bill amends the Friendly Societies
Act and incorporates certaln provisions
which have been introduced into the Phar-
macy Act. To a degree hoth Bills, in cer-
tain particulars, are related.

This necessary amendment, Ifollowing
the passing of other Bills, ratifies the pro-
visions where they are interrelated; and
it also makes provision for one or two ex-
tenstons of the rights already contained
in the Friendly Societies Act and con-
ferred upon friendly societies.
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I think it is & good thing that in addi-

tion to the provisions of section 7 of the
Friendly Socleties Act, which gives socie-
ties certain authorities in regard to
chemist shops, and so on, there 15 to be
extended to them the right to purchase
Jand and buildings or to purchase land
and construct huildings thereon to pro-
vide hospital accommodation for the
treatment of persons belonging to those
societies; in other words, to cater for per-
sons in institutions of the society.

In short, clause 3 of the Bill provides
that there shall be vested In friendly
socleties the authority to construet has-
pitals and to purchase land and buildings
for such purposes where necessary.

‘There is a further clause which deals
with an amendment made in 1956, and
which is repealed by this Bill. The 1856
Act contained a provision moved by the
honourable member for West Perth in
another place. Not only is one of the
principles of the 1956 Act repealed in
this clause, but certain parts have been
re-enacted. In addition—and I am still
referring to this clause, which is related
to the Pharmacy Bill-—the substitution of
premises is new to be in line with the
provisions of the Pharmacy Act; and there
is a further new provision.

I am wondering what is the reason for
one of the changes in the new Bill. The
Minister shall now have dfrection and
control of the rules which he may create
and apply. Formerly that situation was
in the hands of the Registrar of Friendly
Societies, I am wondering whether there
is a particular reason for that change.

By clause § the principal Act is, to be
amended by the insertion of a new clause
8A. 1t is intended to validate the finan-
cial purposes as well as the registration
of certain societies. That appears to me
to be necessary and in order.

Section 11 of the principal Act contains
the principle in regard to rules that the
registrar shall deal with certain matters.
Throughout section 11-—which is related
to the second schedule of the Act—the
registrar has responsibility for registra-
tions, for rules of societies, and so on,
We have now inserted the principle that
the Minister must approve the rules.
Perhaps the Minister could tell us why
what is contained in section 11 is now
changed and why the Minister will now
have to approve the rules and validate
the transactions.

The last clause in the Bill deals with
the changes in the value of money, and
so on. In short, I think the principles
contained in this Bill, together with the
additions to the rights of friendly societies,
are in consonance with the amendments
to the Pharmacy Act; and if they meet
the arrangements made between the two
interests and the Minister, then I can
find nothing in the Bill about which I
can object.

[COUNCIL.]

THE HON. L. A. LOGAN (Midland—
Minister for Local Government) [7.39
pm.): I do not know whether I men-
tioned, during my second reading speech,
the reason for the rules having to be
submitted to the Minister. The copies of
my notes have disappeared. However, I
believe it has something to do with the
fact that we thought, in 1956, that we
had the situation tied up in regard to the
expansion of friendly societies dispensaries,
but we now find this was nhot so. Whether
it was a change in their rules which en-
abled this to take place, I do not know.
But to make sure that the situation would
not aoccur again, it was considered that
the rules should be forwarded to the
Minister for consideration.

I am conversant with one particular
friendly socfety, and no rules in connec-
tion with that society are changed unless
they are first considered by the executlive
committee. They then have to be sent to
each lodge for verification or otherwise,
and they are then sent fo the registrar.
They are not printed until the next print-
ing of the rules takes place.

The Hon. P. J. 8. Wise: By “registrar,”
do you mean the Registrar of Friendly
Saocletles?

The Hon. L. A. LOGAN: Yes. Apart
from that explanation, I cannot give any
reason for the change.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commiltee, elc.

Bill passed through Committee without
debate, reported without amendment, and
the report adopted.

Third Reading
Bill read a third time, on motion by

The Hon, L. A. Logan (Minister for Local
Government), and passed.

GOLDMINING INDUSTRY:
STABILISATION AND EXPANSION

Appointment of Parliamentary
Committee: Nomination of Members

Debate resumed, from the 3rd Novem-
ber, on the following motion by The Hon.
G. C. MacKinnon:—

That the Legislative Council be rep-
resented on the commitiee by two
members nominated by the Leader of
the Government and one member
nominated by the Leader of the Op-
position in the Legislative Council
and that the Legislative Assembly he
acquainted accordingly.

THE HON. F, J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [7.44 pm.i: I
listened very carefully to many aspects of
the debate on the motion which has al-
ready been carried unanimously by this
House. Many opinions which were then
expressed centred around the motion now
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being debated. Indeed, the various ex-
pressions of opinion highlighted the fact
that even those who know nothing what-
ever of the industry might make equally
as good representatives on such a com-
mittee as those who have a considerable,
even a profound, knowledge of the in-
dustry.

To anyone who has, either as an aob-
server or as a participant, been associated
with tribunals of different kinds, whether
they be important committees or Royal
Commissions, or commissions under the
authority of government appointed to in-
quire into many things, it is obvious that
the best units on such committees are
those who have a knowledge—and the
greater the knowledge the better—of the
industry, the circumstances, or the national
matters which such committees or com-
missions are to inquire into. Over the
years I have developed a very strong be-
lief in that direction and I can think of
many cases where the appointment of
such people to commissions or committees
has meant a great deal and has proved
to be of considerable assistance in the
deliberatlons of those tribunals,

The motion proposes that two mem-
bers of the committee, who shall be nomi-
nated by the Leader of the Government
apnd one, who shall be nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition in this House,
shall be the representatives from this
Chamber. I rather take the view, and take
it strongly, that those who have been close
to the industry for ali their lifetime sare
very well equipped to take their places &s
members on such an inquiry. They are
the people who should ponder over and
weigh and determine the value of the evi-
dence submitted. Because of their very
knowledge and instinct they know what to
seek in the way of evidence; they know
what the pitfalls may be; whether a wit-
ness is giving evidence of value; or whe-
ther certain evidence should be dis-
counted.

Quite apart from the evidence to be sub-
mitted by all authorities and experts, these
persons of experience, and with some skill
and knowledge of the industry, if they are
appointed members of the commit-
tee will he hetter able to weigh the value
of all submissions made to the commit-
tee. I could very clearly state to the House
who I have in mind—a representative from
the existing and presently to be altered
North-East Province and a representative
from the South-East Province. These men
have studied many of the facets of this
industry and they have worked in indus-
tries anciliary to it. I think by my descrip-
tion there can be no doubt who those indi-
viduals are; and I refer, of course, to the
honourable Mr. Heenan and the honour-
able Mr. Stubbs. That is my idea of how
best this inquiry should be dealt with, how
hest the information could be gleaned from
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those capable of giving it, and how best
that information and evidence could be
assessed and made of valye.

Amendment to Motion

1 need say no more, and I move an
amendment—

Line 3—Delete the words “nomi-
nated by the Leader of the Govern-
ment” and substitute the words “rep-
resenting Goldfields provinces.”

THE HON. G. C. MacKINNON (South-
West) [7.50 pm.]: With many of the
facts stated by the honourable Mr. Wise
it 1s impossible to argue. If this House
had agreed to the appointment of an
expert committee then, of course, it auto-
matically follows that what the honour-
able Mr. Wise sald would be agreed fo.
But this House has not agreed to the
appointment of an expert committee; it
has agreed to the appointment of a par-
llamentary committee. Therefore the prg-
posal suggested in my motion will, I hope,
be agreed to and I would hope that
honourable members will reject the
amendment which the honourable Mr.
Wise has moved.

The  idea of having experts from
within Parliament to inquire into certain
matters, whether it be in the form of a
Select Committee or a parliamentary com-
mittee, has never been the practice. I
can recall the committee appointed to
inquire into the Bullders’ Registration Act.
The honourable Mr. Baxter, the Ilate
honourable Mr. Davies, and mysell—two
country members and one city member—
inquired into the position under an Act
which had application to the city. I can
recall Mr. Justice Ligertwood Inquiring
into betting in this State. He was cer-
tainly an expert on taking evidence, but
he would not be an expert in the rami-
fications of gambling.

Practically every committee appointed
by Parllament would illustrate the point
I am making. It is competent, of course,
for anyone to move a motion in this
House for the appointment of an expert
committee, but I should imagine that
expert investigation by expert committees
would be going on almost all the time in
the mining industry. I could not imagine
the Chamber of Mines or the mining
section of the AW.U. failing In this
connection. They are both bodies of some
renown and they are authorities on the
guestion. I am sure they would be ¢on-
sistently inquiring into this problem. If
this House sees fit to appoint an expert
committee, well and good. I should
imagine it would probably receive the
same wholehearted support which this
committee has recelved; but the committee
to which the House has already agreed
is a parliamentary committee and not an
expert committee.
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I have no doubts at all about the
worthiness of either the honourable Mr.
Stubbs or the honourable Mr. Heenan. If
I were selected as a member of any com-
mittee appointed to investigate this or
any other industry, I could not Imagine
any two gentlemen with whom I would
rather serve. They are both eminently
reasonghle and one could not cavil at
their appointment, if the committee
called for them. But in this instance it
actually calls for one of them, or one of
their colleagues. I am sure whoever it
happens to be they will all get along well
together. They will examine the various
witnesses and report in the manner in
which this House has indicated it wishes
them to report. For those reasons I sin-
cerely hope the amendment will be rejected.

THE HON. E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
(7.55 p.m.1: I rise to support the amend-
ment moved by the honourable Mr. Wise.
I must admit at the outset that I speak
to this amendment with some diffidence
hecause my name has been mentioned.
However, there are a few of us goldfields
members and we are all concerned with
the proposal that has been put forward
by the honourable Mr, Wise.

I do not claim to be any expert on the
mining industry, although I was born and
spent just about all my life on the gold-
fields, as I think the various other gold-
flelds members have. My sole concern is
that & good commitiee be appointed be-
cause I feel, in all sincerity, that the
goldmining industry of Western Australia
is facing a crisis at the present time, and
one which will become more formidable
to it in the immediate years that lie
ahead.

I do not want to indulge in useless
repetitinn, tut the plain fact is that this
industry is strugzgling to carry on by
selling its preduct at a flgure that was
fixed 30 years ago. Up to date, through
the sheer ability of the men associated
with the industry, it has been able to
overcome one problem after another.
But all those who know of- the position
realise that inflation keeps going on:
wages keep rising; the costs of commodi-
ties keep rising; and it is a trend that
seems to be inexorable under our exist-
ing system. The goldmining industry, of
course, as inevitably as the sun rises, will
reach a stage where it will find extreme
difficulty in carrying on..

I have no individual interest in this
proposition, and I am sure all honourable
members will absolve me from speaking
personally. My sole interest is to have &
good committee which will investigate the
matter to its fullest extent. It will have
a most difficult task to come up with
worth-while and acceptable proposals to
help the industry during this tremendously
difficult period.

{COUNCIL.)

There are to be three honoiurable mem-
bers from another place to be appointed
to the ecommittee, and three from this
House. Leaving out the honourable Mr.
Stubbs and myself, there are the honour-
able Messrs. Teahan, Garrigan, Bennetts
and Dellar, who kriow as much about gold-
mining as we do. We have all been reared
on the goldfields, and some of us have
worked on mines, We have associated with
miners, mine managers, technologists, pros-
pectors, and the men and women whose
lives are inextricably associated with the
industry.

We know towns like Menzies, Kanowng,
Laverton, and countless others which were
household names In days gone by, and
which are now almost nonexistent. We
kKnow others like Cue, Mt. Magnet, Meeka-
therra, and others where many men
and women have centred their life’s in-
terest; where railways, schools, and hos-
pitals have been established; and where
people have built homes and husinesses.
They are all vitally at stake.

I am certain that whoever may be chosen
from this House to serve on the committee
will do their very best. Whether or not
the amendment is agreed to, the three
honourable members chosen will do their
very best. I feel, however, that some haon-
ourable members in this House have the
necessary background while others have
not, nor have they been closely associated
with the industry all their lives. The latter
could be placed at a disadvantaze. They
have not travelled over the places I have
mentioned; they have not been closely as-
sociated with the miners and their folk;
and they have not seen towns like Gwalisa.
Big Bell, and Wiluna before they were
closed down. :

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: It might be a
good thing if some honourable members
were to see some of these places,

The Hon. E. M. HEENAN: I shall have
the greatest confidence in whoever is se-
lected to go on the commitiee. T frankly
admit this problem extends heyond EKal-
goorlie and Baoulder; but no-one can tell
me that any person living in the south
or in the farming areas would care for
this industry as much as we do. The
people elsewhere are not so vitally in-
terested or affected. If the goldmining
industry were to close down they would
be sorry, and they would suffer the set-
back which the State would suffer, but
they would not be as much concerned for
it or understand it as we do. Those are
my reasons for supporting the amendment.
I want the committee to get under way,
and to have the blessing of all of us here.
We do not want any recriminations as to
who should, and who should not, be on it.

I urge the acceptance of the proposition
of the honourable Mr, Wise. Kalgoorlie is
the dividing line of the goldmining dis-
tricts. The South Province covers one big
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aren, while the North Province covers an-
other, and this is the one which is hardest
hit. The committee proposed in the motion
will have no sinecure, and the members of
it will have to travel far and wide, because
it might get the germ of an idea from a
prospector in the bush. ’

I have always considered that one of
the best methods to assist the industry is
to encourage prospecting and to go in for
it in a big way, in the same manner as
oil search is undertaken. Look at what an
oil find will mean to our State; but look
at the money, the effort, and the skill
which goes into the search. In goldmining
nothing on that scale is done in searching
for gold. I am not critical of the depart-
ment or the Minister; I know they are
doing their best, We have a few prospec-
tors searching for gold, but they are ill-
equipped and in many cases lack modern
skills. We are not making a serious enough
effort to find new goldmines.

The question is: Do we want to find
new mines? A farmer prepares and uses
a paddock one year, but he also has two
in readiness for the following years. Much
the same applies to goldmining. The Sons
of Gwalla mine has closed down, but we
should try to establish another mine to
replace it, and so justify the existence of
the railway, the schools, and the hospitals,
and do the right thing by the people who
have lived there all their lives.

Those are some of my reasons for sup-
porting the proposition. I do not want
any squabbles to develop in the appoint-
ment of the proposed committee; I want
it to have everyone's hlessing, because it
is the hope of the goldmining industry.
Everyone concerned has tried valiantly to
do something for the industry; and, to
give the Minister the credit that is his due,
we put forward the proposition which was
placed before the International Monetary
Fund. We realised it was a 100 to one
shot. We did our best, but unfortunately
nothing was achieved. In this case we
cannot accept defeat.

I am sure the proposed committee will
attract a lot of attention, and everyone
directly associated with the goldmining
industry will be anxious to help it. If the
amendment is not agreed to I shall be one
of the first to congratulate whoever are
elected to the committee, and I shall wish
them the best. I still adhere to the
opinion that the proposition of the hon-
ourable Mr. Wise is the one which should
appeal to the House. I ask honourable
members to absolve us from having any
personal interest in it.

Te¢ sum up, I repeat that a couple of
members from the goldfields—one from the
north and one from the south-—should
be included. We are known to almost
every man, woman, and child there, and
whoever is selected will have the confi-
dence of the people up there.
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I say again that honourable members
from the south-west and the metropolitan
area are not as well known on the gold-
flelds as we are, They have not spent their
lives in those districts, and I honestly con-
sider they would be placed at a disadvan-
tage. I realise, however, that they can
learn quickly, and that if they are ap-
pointed they will apply themselves te the
task. In respect of the arguments which
have been put forward, I think the propo-
sitlon of the honocurable Mr. Wise has
merit and I support it,

THE HON. D. P, DELLAR (North-Easty
[8.12 p.m.]): I view the amendment in a
different light to the honourable Mr.
MacKinnon. Without expressing any
doubts against honourahle members of this
House I consider this committee showld
comprise members who have had exper-
fence In the industry. The honourable
Mr. MacKinnon referred to the commit-
tee which was appointed to inquire into
builders’ registration, but the type of com-
mittee proposed in this motlon is some-
what different.

This will not be merely a round-table
conference where the members of the
committee sit and discuss things. The
committee should be prepared to go
out into the goldfields, to take off
their coats, angd if necessary to sleep under
a mulgs tree. That is the only way I can
see it working successfully, With the
assistance of the Chamber of Mines and
the A.W.U., the members of the committee
will be able to go into the industry and
have & look for themselves,

When we talk of the goldmining indus-
try we should not just visualise a little
gold being taken from the ground. First
of all an area has to be found, and then
it has to he developed. There might be
half a dozen mines, and the development
of each could be carried eut in half a doz-
en ways. Each has its own characteristics
as to lodes, ore bodies, strikes, and faulis.
All these things have to be considered.
Where one mine can be developed quite
simply by a particular method, another
mine with different characteristics may
need a different method of development.
Those are some of the things which should
be considered by this committee.

I feel that no matter who selects the
committee, or whether it is an all-party
committee, or two from the goldfields and
one from each provinee in the north and
one from each in the south, it will do its
best for the industry. However, the mem-
bers of the committee will have to be pre-
pared to do more than make a few inquir-
ies from the Chamber of Mines or the
AW.U. They will have to go deep into
the problem, starting in the back country
and working their way up. The amend-
ment by the honourable Mr. Wise is well
worth support.
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THE HON. J, G. HISLOP (Metropoli-
tan) [8.16 p.m.1: I can speak as one who
is obviously not golng to be a member of
the committee, and I can therefore take an
abstract view of the situation,

The Hon, H. C. Strickland: They may
need medical attention.

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: 1 would if I
were on the committee.

The Hon. H. C. Strickland: The commit-
tee may require it

The Hon. J. G. HISLOP: I am at total
varjance with the three previcus speakers.
I believe they are too close to the subject
to be of the value they consider they
would be. I am not saying this in a per-
sonal manner but in the usual light of
committees. I realise that being able to
glve evidence unrestrictedly at the inguiry
into silicosis, I was able to do much more
than if ¥ had sat on the inquiry, because
I could not give the evidence as a mem-
ber of the commission in the same way
as I did freely as a person called upon
who had some knowledge of the matter.

I beHeve the stalements of the honour-
able Mr. Wise, the honourable Mr. Heenan,
and the honourable Mr. Dellar would be
of tremendous advantage for the commit-
tee to hear and I think that should be
their proper attitude. The views expressed
by the honourable Mr. Dellar a few
moments ago do not fit in with what the
commitiee is asked to do. This committee
looks {0 me like a committee of business-
men who are going to endeavour to put
t&liléf industry into a stable, financial con-

on.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: They are ta
examine and make suggestions.

Hon. J. G. HISLOP: Yes. They are
going to do this. They will not sleep under
the mulga tree. They will search for
people to come in to them and give the
evidence they want to hear. Frankly, if
1 were in the position of the goldfields
members I would say, “Let us pick a com-
mittee of men from the House who can
take evidence,” which would certainly
mean that Mr. Heenan would be on it,
but we wounld alsec require someone with
a financial knowledge and someone with
a real business sense. Then, having all
the difficulties of the industry and all the
possible changes in organisation and pro-
duction of gold placed before them,
they would call up members from the
Chamber of Mines to say which of the
views would be of the greatest interest and
good for the future of the industry. They
would then be able to prepare a first-class
report.

Having listened for years and years to
the problems of the goldmining industry,
I believe that those who are closest to it
would have rather a fixed point of view,
and they would receive much greater bene-
fit if those sitting on the committee had
a perfectly clear mental approach to the
problem and respected the views of

(COUNCIIL.]

[

everyone whether prospectors or the Presi-
dent of the Chamber. All the evidence
could be put together, sifted, weighed
and reported upon. That is the way that
I—as a person not likely to be on the
committee, and a person outside the situa-
tion, but one who has over the years dis-
played quite a lot of interest in the men
who work in the industry—am able to see
the situation.

I feel I can offer to the House the sug-
gestion that those who are closest to the
industry should have the least representa-
tion on the committee. Those who are
capable of offering business methods,
scientific methods, and a general approach
would, I am sure obtain better results. It
is my earnest hope, like everyone else's in
this Chamber, that this industry should
prosper, and that the findings of the com-
mittee will be of tremendous benefit to
the State and that the future of the in-
dustry will he stabilised.

THE HON. H, K, WATSON (Metropoli-
tan) [8.21 p.m.): Like the honourable Dr.
Hislop, I can deal with this question ob-
jectively, and I can agree with much of
what he said. However, I respectfully dis-
agree with portion of what he said, no
metter how much I would like not to.

Having regard to the duties of this com-
mittee, the honourable Mr. Heenan very
aptly summed up by saying that the prob-
lem fto be resolved is how {0 make a profit-
able industry out of one which has to work
under 1964 costs at 1934 selling prices. 1
think the honourable Mr. MacKinnon made
the point when he said that the committee
to be appointed here is not a committee
of experts, it is a committee of memhbers
of Parliament. For mysel, without heing
cynical but being purely realistic, I am
inclined to think that in order to produce
any real practical result, having regard to
the problem facing the committee, the
committee ought to be formed of three
magicians.

For the reasons advanced by the hon-
ourable Mr, MacKinnon I, alongz with him,
oppose the amendment. If it were a ques-
tion as to who ought to be appointed, I
for my part would be very happy to agree
to an amendment which read along these
lines: One member nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition in the Lesisla-
tive Council who may appoint himself.
With all due regard te what the honour-
able Mr. Wise had to say as to the advis-
ability of appointing to the committee
members from the North-East and South-
East Provinces, I would myself have
thought having regard to the problems of
the industry as I have just stated them,
the honourable Mr, Wise himself, from the
wealth of his experience, and his general
ability might have—as he has done before
on more than one occasion—produce the
germ of an idea, not from & prospector, but
from the wealth of experience, and width
of his own knowledge both in Parllament
and out of it. For those reasons I find
myself unable to agree to the amendment.
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THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Buburban
—Minister for Mines) (8.25 p.m.1: I feel
that as Minister for Mines I should
have a few words to say In connection
with this amendment. If we are going
to adopt in future the general principle
of applying only experience to matters of
Select Committees, parliamentary com-
mittees of inquiry, and the sort of thing
that goes with Parliament, then I suggest
we are going to find ourselves—if it is
to be based purely on expertence—lament-
ing in many respects on many matters.

I lald on the Table of the House this
afternoon a report on the crayfishing in-
dustry. I have not read the report, but
I venture to suggest that none of the
members of that committee—I can be
corrected if I am wrong—had practical
experience in the crayfishing industry;
but they were able to go from one place
to another throughout Western Australia,
seeking information, taking evidence, seek-
ing, sifting, and searching, and ultimately
producing a report so thick as the one laid
on the table this afternoon.

The Hon. N. E. Baxter: Even sleeping
under a mattress under a mulga tree at
one stage.

The Hon. A. P, GRIFFITH: Under a
mattress?

The Hon. R. Thompson: Yes, instead
of on top of it. We had no blankets.

The Hon. A. F, GRIFFITH: I find my-
self in complete agreement with the state-
ment made by the honourable Mr. Watson
in connection with the Leader of the
Opposition (the honourable Mr. Wise). 1
know of no-one in this House with greater
ability or more experience than he to sift
evidence, to inquire, to examine a Bill and
to make things jolly uncomfortable for
me at times; and I agree that the hon-
ourable member is one who could very
easily serve as a member of this committee.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I think I would
not be half qualified.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I will let
that go but reserve to myself my own
thoughts upon this matter. However, I
think we have an obligation in this matter
to deal with what is before the House.
We are asked to receive and concur with
a motion that had its genesis in another
place. The motion reads as follows:—

That in view of the refusal of the
International Monetary Fund at its
meeting in Tokyo last week to agree
to any increase in the world price of
gold, and bearing in mind the tre-
mendous importance of the gold
mining industry to Western Australia
and the difficulties which the in-
dustry is facing due to rising costs of
production, an all-Party Parliamen-
tary Committee be appointed with the
object of examining and exploring
means by which the industry in
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Western Australia can be assured of
stabilisation and expsnsion in the
future.

An amendment was moved in another
place suggesting that a representative of
the Chamber of Mines and a representa-
tive of the mining division of the A W.U.
should be included on the committee. An-
other place dealt with and defeated that
amendment. Then it was foreshadowed
that the committee, if it was agreed it
should be appointed, would be six in
number being one from each party in each
House. Then, in another place, the fol-
lowing words were added:—

The committee shall consist of two
members hominated by the Premier
and one member nominated by the
Leader of the Opposition from the
Legislative Assembly; and that the
resolution be transmitted to the Leg-
islative Council for its concurrence,
and the Legislative Council be request-
ed to appoint a similar number of
members to the committee, making a
total of six members.

A similar number of members to an all-
party committee surely means one mem-
ber from each party in the Legislative
Assembly and ohe member from each
party in the Legislative Councll. That
motion, as an addition to the original
moved in another place, was passed with-
out debate, which meant that the basis
and principle of it was accepted. And,
surely, it was agreed in another place that
when this motion arrived here, what we hagd
to consider was, because of the state of the
goldmining industry, whether an all-party
committee should be appointed to inquire
into it. The committee was to he com-
posed of three members from the three
parties in the other House, and three
members from the three parties in this
House.

To fulfil that idea the honourable Mr.
MacKinnon completed the message by
moving to add the words mentioned in
his motion. Then, if read in full context,
we can see the result of the action of
Parliament. Something passed, sent to
this House, and c¢oncurred with in the
terms which another place intended. 1
submit, we were asked to concur. If we
take out the words '“nominated by the
Leader of the Government” and put in
the words ‘‘representing goldflelds pro-
vinces” the honourable Mr. Wise could not
be a2 member of the committee. Nor could
I be a member of the committee—not
that I intended to be.

The Hon. F. J. S. Wise: I won't be a
member. :
The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: The honour-

able member certainly will not be if we
pass the amendment.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I won't be a
member, no matter what.
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The Hon. H. C. 8trickland: I thought
the Minister was appointing the honour-
able Mr, Wise to the commitiee. '

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: No; I said
that the honourable member could not be
appointed; and neither could I be ap-
pointed, not that I think it desirable that
should be. I want to help this committee
to the best of my abllity in its functions,
and do whatever I can to assist it. I feel
it will need my assistance, and I propose
to give it.

Another point, of course, is that the
Country Party would not be in a position
to be represented at all so far as this
House is concerned.

The Hon. F. J. 8, Wise: You could nom-
inate a member from that party. .

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: All right.
If I nominate a member from the Country
Party could I include the honourable mem-
ber who moved the motion in this House?
The answer is “No.”

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: You 'are t.alking
with tongue in cheek.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: am
not. I am purely stating the facf,s If this
amendment is agreed to it will not be
possible to have an all-party representa-
tion on the committee from this House,
and that is not tongue in cheek; that is
plain simple faet.

Therefore, with réspect, I say that the
deletion of the words moved by the hon-
ourable Mr. Wise and the insertion of the
words he foreshadows, defeats the objec-
tive of the motion and certainly would
prevent an all-party committee being ap-
pointed from this Bouse. I hasten to say
I recognise the experience goldfields mem-
bers have had, but I agree with the hon-
ourable Dr. Hislop’s remarks that it is not
necessarily the most experienced in the
goldmining industry who might have the
grestest ability to be an eflicient member
of this committee. Not necessarily so at
all

I Doelieve that when the committee is
appointed—and here I agree wholehearted-
1y with the honourable Mr. Heenan—the
three nominees from this Heouse and the
three nominees from another piace will
pursue their objectives in an endeavour to
assist the goldmining Industry, which I
know full-well is labouring under difficul-
ties at the present time. Not only do I
know full-well, but s¢ do all honourable
members of this House. If there happens
to be a couple of people on this committee
who have not had a great deal of experi-
ence in goldmining, it will certainly do
them a lot of good as individuals in their
search for information, and they will get
experience of all that goes on in the in-
dustry. So, with respect, I am obliged to
oppose the deletion of the words for the
ressons I have stated.

[COUNCIL.] -,

THE HON. R, THOMPSON (West) [8.37
pm.]: I had no intention of speaking to
the amendment, but as the crayfishing
Select Committee report was mentioned
I think I should say a few words. Last
year when this House agreed to a Select
Committee to inquire into the crayfishing
industry, 1 thought I was well equipped
with a sound knowledge of the industry.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Order! The honourable member
will have to couple his remarks with the
deletion of the words in the amendment.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I intend to
come to that. I thought I was well
equipped because I had what I considered
experience in the industry, from an
amateur's point of view. I had been going
out on boats with professional Ashermen,
sometimes for a fortnight at a time, and
this experience extended over many years.

However, when 1 became a member of
the Select Committee inquiring into that
particular industry, I found I had a great
deal to learn. I had a great deal to learn
on how to get evidence, and what evidence
was necessary. I speak for myself but I
feel my colleagues will back me up.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Was the report
you submitted a good one?

The Hon. R. Thompson: I think it is
a beauty.

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: He was trying
to get you out on a point.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver) Order! I will thank the honourable
member to join his remarks to the dele-
tion of certain words in the amendment.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: With all due
respect, Mr. President, the honourable
Minister dealt for some time with the
report tabled in the House tonight.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): The Minister made only a passing
reference to the crayfishing industry report.
His remarks otherwise were addressed to
the reasons why the words should not be
deleted.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Thank you,
Sir. I will be as brief as possible by stat-
ing that when this House agreed to that
particular Select Committee I was placed
in the position of nominating the persons
who were to be representatives on that
committee. I chose, as nominees, people
whom I considered had had experience or
knew something about the industry.

The Hon. A. L. Loton: You nominated
them.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Yes, I nom-
inated them; I did not choose them. I
nominated those people—the honourable
Mr. Mattiske, and the honourahle Mr.
Baxter—because since I have been in this
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Chamber, I have heard them Speak af
times with some knowledge of the indus-
try.

Therefore this amendment is a correct
and proper one. There will he at least
one person from this House, and possibly
one or two from the other place, with
practically no experience in the gold-
mining industry, and the two members
representing the provinces mentioned by
the honourable Mr. Wise would be able to
give wonderfyl assistance on this com-
mittee.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: The mover of
this motion was Mr. Burt, a man with
tremendous experience in the industry.

The Hon. R, THOMPSON: I know that,

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: A member of
the Labor Party will have a knhowledge
of the industry. That is two out of three
from the other place.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: That is
right. I have said all that. The Minister
is not saying anything I did not say, and
he saves me repeating myself. He is
strengthening the argument that we wiil
have people with goldmining experience;
and I think it is necessary for a full in-
quiry to have those experienced people.
For a moment 1 thought the Minister was
going to nominate the honourable Mr.
Wise and cut his own party out of rep-
resentation.

The Hon. A, F. Griffith: That was not an
intellizent thought on your part.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: Unless the
Minister was making an unintelligible
speech, that is the way I understood it,
He boomed up, as did other honourable
members, the great knowledge passessed
by the honourable Mr. Wise,

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: To that I would
say cum grano salis.

The Hon. R. THOMPSON: I know the
difficulties we faced last year on the cray-
fishing industry Select Committee, and I
fee! sure that we must have men of ex-
perience. I support the amendment.

THE HON. H. C. STRICKLAND (North)
[8.43 p.m.]: I support the amendment, and
I cannot agree with previous speakers who
opposed it on the various grounds they
submitied. 1 was rather surprised that
the Minister for Justice should submit to
us that the motion, as amended in another
place, meant what he claimed when he
said that the resolution was transmitted
to the Legislative Council for its concur-
rence, and the Legislative Council was re-
quested to appoint a similar number of
membhers to the committee.

A similar number means three mem-
bers. The Minister claims that it means a
member from three different parties. If
that Is the judgment of the Minister for
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Justice on this particular measure, then
I am afraid I would not like him to decide
a matter like that for me.

Had it read “similar number of similarly
constituted members' it would have been
all right. But “similar number” means
three, and there is nothing in the motion
to say that the three members appointed
to the commitiee shall represent each
party in this House. The motion c¢on-
tains the words “an all-Party commit-
tee”. The appointment of an all-party
committee would not be precluded by the
motion moved by the honourable Mr.
Wise., It does not say that each party
shall be represented. I would think that
the Government would have stated that
there should be equal representation,
which would mean that the committee
would be composed of three members from
the Opposition and three from the Gov-
ernment. This would make it completely
fair.

Why the honourable members who have
spoken to this amendment desire to pre-
clude the goldfields members who have
had a lifetime’'s experience in the indus-
try is hard to understand. The honour-
able Mr. MacKinnon, of course, opposed
the amendment without any substance
at all; just for the sake of opposing it
apparently. He merely said that there
was no need for members with expert
knowledge of the goldmining industry to
be appointed to the committee. What is
this motion? Is it a genuine motion? Does
it represent kite flying, or what does it
seek? BSurely a motion must have an ob-
jective and some substance if it is to
mean anything! When one reads the
motion—

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): I ask the honourable member to
address himself to the words that are to
be deleted, and speak to the appointment
of a committee as distinct from the
motion.

The Hon. H. C. STRICKLAND: Very
well, Mr. President, I will endeavour to
direct my remarks in support of the
motion to delete words and to insert
others. In doing so I suggest that those
best equipped to be appointed to this com-
mittee are those with a lifetime’s experience
of the goldmining industry and who have
the confldence of the vast majority of the
people who have elected those honourable
members to Parliament to represent them.
I consider it is an insult to the honourable
members representing goldfields districts
to be precluded from being appointed to
this committee which is to inguire into
the conditions of an industry which is
opegating in the very territory they repre-
sent.

Those who are eventually elected as
members of this committee may possibly
decide to make inquiries in Canberra, or
even Tokyo for all I know. The commit-
tee will be asked to inquire into all aspects



2274

of the goldmining industty and its dis-
abilities, and in view of the failure of the
International Monetary Pund to increase
the price of gold, in my opinion this pro-
posed committee eould travel anywhere to
conduct its inquiries. Surely when it is
inquiring to find some means to relieve
the financial straits of the industry—and
the industry is in financial straits—it will
have to travel further afield than those
parts which are within the confines of
the Western Australian borders, It will
have to inquire into other aspects apart
from the problems faced by the mining
companies because, in fact, those prob-
lems have been elaborated in this Cham-
ber time and time again.

I take it that the purpose of the com-
mittee wili be to find the reason why fin-
ancial assistance is not forthcoming for
the industry, and to do that it will have
to travel far and wide. Should that oc-
cur, the people who will be members of
this committee should be acguainted with
all aspects of the industry, because they
will, no doubt, be asked to describe every-
thing connected with the goldmining in-
dustry.

Therefore, I support the amendment and
trust that the referemces made by the
honourable members who have spoken in
opposition to the appointment of those
who are well acquainted with the industry,
and who oppose the formation of a com-
mittee on lines similar to those which have
been formed in the past, will not be taken
into consideration. The Minister says he
will not be able to appoint to the com-
mittee the mover of the motion. I cannot
understand why he cannot.

I can recall that 10 years ago in this
House a motion similar to the one now
before us came from the Lepislative As-
sembly and this Chamber was asked to
concur and it did concur, and neither the
mover of the motion in ancther place, nor
the mover of the motion in this House
was appointed to that committee. I refer
to the late Mr. Hugh Ackland, M.LA,
and to The Hon. A. R. Jones, M.L.C. Each
of those honourable members introduced
into their respective Houses a motion con-
cerning the relief of the disabilities and
financial stress of the north-west, but
neither of those two gentlemen was ap-
pointed & member of the committee. It
was an all-party committee, and those re-
presented on it were the Premier, the
Minister for the North-West at that time,
the Leader of the Opposition, the Leader
of the Country Party, and the Speaker of
the Legislative Assembly, hecause it was
considered that every one of those gentle-
men had the best and widest experience
of the subject they were inquiring into.
Their task was to inquire into the dis-
abilities and the financial problems of the
north-west, and to prepare a case for sub-
mission to Canberra, pointing out that it
was impassible for the State Government
to provide the necessary finance from its
normal funds.

[COUNCIL.]

Sa when honourable members say it
would be creating a precedent if we did
not include the mover of a motion as a
member of an investigating commitiee, or
we did not have equal party representa-
tion on it, they have overlooked the very
important committee to which I have re-
ferred. I believe the best results can be
ohtained from those who are best equipped
to make the necessary inquiries, and for
those reasons I support the amendment.

THE HON. N. E. BAXTER (Central)
[8.54 p.m.]: In dealing with the amend-
ment moved by the honourable Mr. Wise,
I have always been under the impression
since I entered Parliament in 1950, that
an all-party committee, as mentioned in
the original motion, meant a committee
composed of members representing each
pelitical party in equal number, to give a
fair and unbiased opinion on the particular
subject they were appointed to inquire
into. Having had experience on several
committees of this nature, I think the
members appointed to them approached
the particular subject that was being in-
vestigated with an unbiased mind.

In each case none of the members of
any committee had taken part in a par-
ticular industry, and although it served
some purpose to have a little knowledge
of the particular industry they may have
been inquiring into, their duty was to
hear the evidence given before the com-
mittee, sift the facts and make their re-
ports and recommendations on the evi-
dence by using their grey matter based
on what they thought was the best in the
interests of any particular industry or
group of people.

I must agree with the honourable Dr.
Hislop when he suggested that this was an
instance where the honourable members to
be appointed to the committee should have
saome administrative and financial ex-
perience. I cannot think of any two
better persons to be appointed as
members of the committee than the
honourable Mr. Wise and the honourable
Mr. Watson, both men who have had wide
finaneial and administrative experience.

This is not a case of appointing some-
one who has had experience in the actual
mining of geld. It requires the appoint-
ment of a man with fihancial administra-
tive ability so that he can inquire thor-
oughly into the administration of the in-
dustry and the cost, going back over the
years to, say, 1934, and supplying figures
similar to those quoted by the honourable
Mr. Watson up to the present year, and
the price paid for gold during those years,
together with the price which is consid-
ered should be paid in the future.

This calls for an inquiry into the econ-
omics of the industry, and it will be a
deep subject for those appointed to the
committee to inguire into. In making
their inquiries they will have to feel their
way on the administrative side, and plans
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will have to be evolved as to how this can
be achieved, and unless one has a fair
amount of financial and administrative
experience it could prove to be an almost
impossible task.

This committee cannot be compared to
an ordinary Select Committee, because its
main purpose will be to solve a flnancial
problem. That is the type of committee
we want. If we intend to appoint, as
members of this committee, those who
have been engaged in the industry and who
have knowledge of practical working un-
derground and on the surface, and who
are acquainted with certain factors of
the industry as a whole, we may perhaps
get a different view from that obtained by
men with administrative and financial
experience.

For that reason I believe an all-party
committee should be composed of mem-
bers representing the three political
parties in the first place, and, secondly,
that those honourable members repre-
senting goldfields provineces, as suggested
by the honourable Mr. Wise, could
do a great deel more for the gold-
mining industry by making arrange-
ments for the committee to inter-
view people engaged in the industry, lining
up witnesses who could give evidence be-
fore the committee, and assisting it in
every possible way. If they were engaged
on these tasks, I would think they would
find it more rewarding, and it would help
the goldmining industry a great deal more
than if thev were appointed as members
of this praposed committee.

For those reasons we should leave the
constitution of the committee as is sug-
gested in the original motion and not
appoint members to it in accordance with
the amendment to the motion. If this is
done we may get some good results from
the committee. Otherwise, its efforts may
be to no avail.

Amendment put and negatived.
Debate (on motion) Resumed

THE HON. F. J. 8. WISE (North—
Leader of the Opposition) [9.1 pm.]1: 1
have other words but you, Sir, may think
they are unnecessary to move now. As I
do not wish this matter to end on a note
of acrimony, I would like to say I wish
the committee well, and I do not intend
to move the other words I had in mind.

Question put and passed.

COMPANIES ACT AMENDMENT
BILL
Second Reading
Debate resumed, from the 3rd Novem-

ber, on the following motion by The Hon.
A. P. Griffith (Minister for Justice):—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.
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THE HON. F. J. S. WISE (North—
Leader of the Oppositien) [9.2 pm.]: 1
do not know whether this is imagination
on my part but I think there is some de-
pression on the floor of the Chamber just
about where I am standing. We had a
very intimate review in the remarks made
when the Bill was in the very capable
hands of the honourable Mr. Watson.

I was disturbed and perturbed by some
of his statements. He said this Bill will
not help the person who through in-
nocence or ignarance put his money into
a certain type of business. If this Bill
does not do that, and in its force and
authority places burdens on accredited
and well-managed companies, will it
serve a useful purpose? It is obvious that
it will affiect the sheep and the lambs,
and that it will impose a burden on very
many companies which are respected,
honoured, and known in the community
to be above reproach in management and
effort. Yet the Bill will apply to them
the same yardstick as it will apply to
those who are acknowledged to be snide.

‘This is a very distinct disadvantage. It
is an implication and an action quite im-
proper to businesses of high standing in
this community. I have no doubt that
all of us have seen pressures applied to
the public by certain bellicose people on
TV; people who with great gusto open
stores in different suburbs—there is one in
a very prominent place at an important
intersection of the city—imploring people
to invesi their savings at 10 per cent., and
promising themn the added advantage of
a 20 per cent. reduction on purchases.
They are told they are being offered 30
per cent. Honourable members will know
to whom I am referring. It is a person
in charge of a company who is using one
of his names to label it, and who has been
most seriously involved in taking from
the public and from creditors moneys he
was not entitled to take.

There are companies under different
guises and different names selling differ-
ent eguipment—washing machines and
the like—which after receiving payments
over 12 months and more, have threatened
to take action to repossess. In one case
I have in my drawer the amount out-
standing is only £7. That is the sort of
person and the sort of company which is
not worrled about robbing widows zand
children. Are we to treat that sort of
company, to whom the Minister referred
directly—not obliquely, but directly—and
which is not worthy of consideration, in
the same way as we treat those which in-
sist upon decent treatment and behaviour
in business? We cannot couple those
groups together, but this Bill does.

The Bill will impose strictures on per-
sons of repute and on businesses of high
standing in their efforts to curb the pro-
fits of those who are not so worthy. One
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of the weaknesses in the behaviour of the
sharp shooting companies; the horrowers
with the glib tongue and the easy-
phrased advertisements—in voice and in
prospectus—is that the investor knows
only when it is too late for him to ap-
preciate his plight and the value of his
investment.

To my way of thinking a lot of trouble
centres around the weaknesses in the re-
quirements of audit. Reputable firms for
their own sake, and for the sake of those
whose money they are using and servie-
ing—in the interests of their shareholders
—ensure that their reports are frankly
made by highly responsible people; people
who are the elect of the shareholders at
properly constituted meetings; people who
owe it to their own reputations and stand-
ing in the community to make sure that
their reports are frank; that their recom-
mendations to the directors are such as
may be accepted and published. They are
the people who value their standing in
the community. They seek and need re-
election as auditors—as reputable auditors
—&of the Airms of the type I have mention-
ed.

But the not-so-sound, the not-so-care-
ful, and the not-so-reputable companies
which have diminishing assets have audit-
ors who may perhaps, and do, report all
sorts of happenings including malpractice.
They may recommend certain action, but
such recommended action and advice is not
taken by the directors. The shareholders
in turn know nothing of reports of that
kind and hear o¢nly the directors
decisions.

I think there should bhe some way to
enforce publicity of auditors’ reports and
reviews of companies of the kind this Bill
is intended to deal with, so that the pub-
lic may know of them. The public sees the
directors’ reports, but the directors are far
too often the promoters of the concern;
they are far too frequently the bene-
ficiaries. So the directors make their
own decislons in spite of the auditors’
recommendations and the restraints sug-
gested by audit.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: We hoped how-
ever that this would impose restrictions
on public dealings which were held in
the first instance.

The Hon. F. J, 8. WISE: I appreciate
that. It is perhaps a fact that this Bill
is based on soundness and a desire to
overcome weaknesses as they are known.
It may have some effect in the right direc-
tion. But if it is to be, as The Hon. H. K.
Watson suggested, of little or no value to
those who bear the brunt of the losses of
hard-earned savings, why not let us con-
sider taking what may be regarded as very
drastic though perhaps unorthodox steps?

If protection could be given to the
trustees and the auditors by making pro-
vision for audit by a State auditor or his

{COUNCIL.]

representative under certain conditions;
by an audit that could be published and
be seen in order that we might see the
things that are otherwise likely to be sup-
pressed; things that are clipped or said
in reservation because they may be
libellous, then it will be a good thing. If
there is the suspicion of malpractice at all
and there is provision for a representa-
tive of the Auditor-General to have the
report tabled here, he would not be fear-
ful of any libel attachment.

The Auditor-General fears no-ohe: not
even the Ministers or governments. If he
finds something is wrong he states it,
irrespective of who the person may be,
or what may be involved. I put the sug-
gestion forward that as this Is the
Auditor-General's job in the case of Gov-
ernment instrumentalities and activities,
we should put the fear of men—I would
not be blasphemous in any circumstances
—into such people. How otherwise are we
to get at them, unless we can get some-
body who operates in good faith to be
able to say what he thinks of the matters
he finds?

We know full well that there are very
many firms of reputable auditors and ac-
countants in Perth who would have none
of the business of the people this Bill is
designed to control. They value their
name, their profession, and their business
toe highly, But unfortunately the firms
in question are able to get auditors of a
tame kind. Where the public needs pro-
tection Parllament should take, wherever
necessary, drastic steps to give such pro-
tection.

We know full well that it is very hard to
differentiate once the money is lodged in
such concerns, and this Bill, so far as my
interpretation of it is concerned, will not
affect the principle that share money very
quickly loses its identity in the hands of
the people with whom we are now dealing.

The Heon. H. K. Watson: It loses its
existence in many cases.

The Hon. F. J. 5. WISE: It is like the
eggs in an omelet. Once they are in we
cannot: get them out again.

The Hon. L. A. Logan:
mine out.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: I do no{ think
it would be possible to segregate them.
Therefore no-one has any special protec-
tion from such people in regard to the
manner in which they operate. I feel that
if this Bill is as immafture as the very ex-
pert introduction given to us the other
night of its components would have us be-
lieve, then this is a very fitting subject as
a Bill for a Select Committee. I have
known of Bills which have contained less
reason for such submission. I know of
many Bills which have heen referred to
Select Committees simply because of a
whim.

I cannot get



[Thursday, 5 November, 1964.]

I am hoping, therefore, a reply will be
given by the Government through the
Minister to what has been stated by those
qualified to speak: the honourable Mr.
Watson, and the honourable Mr. Loton,
the only two who have spoken on this
measure. It will need some explanation
of the contentions raised by those honour-
able members before I will support the
measure as it stands.

The Hon. A . Griffith: All the State
Attorneys-General and their officers have
gone closely into the contents of this Bill;
and, as I said, two or three Staites have
already enacted it. New South Wales is
one of the leaders.

The Hon. F. J. S. WISE: X there are
flaws that harass the decent and accre-
dited people and force them into practices
and ways of conducting their businesses
which are quite inappropriate to their
needs, we should look wvery closely into
such facts, as well as into the point
whether the other controls of those un-
worthy people reach out far enough. At
this stage I will need to learn much more
before voting in support of the measure.

Debate adiourmed, on motion by The
Hon. E, M, Heenan.

DEBT COLLECTORS LICENSING
BILL
Introduction and First Reading

Bill introduced, on motion by The Hon,
A. P. Griffith (Minister for .Justice), and
read a first time.

Second Reading
THE HON. A. F, GRIFFITH (Suburban

—Minister for Justice) [9.18 pm.]l: I
move—
That the Bill be now read a second
time.

I hope I will be forgiven—

The Hon. A. L. Loton: Could the Min-
ister spare a copy of these notes as I
am particularly interested in this legisia-
tlon, and the suspension of Standing
Orders makes the measure difficult to
follow.

The PRESIDENT (The Hon. L. C.
Diver): Could the Minister give a copy
of his notes to the honourable Mr. Loton?

The Hon. F. J. 8. Wise: I have sent
my copy to the honourable member.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: On many
occaslons I have additional copies of
speech notes prepared; and if any honour-
able member at any time wants a copy
I will always see he gets one.

The Hen. R. P. Hutchison: Have you
got a spare one that I can have?

The Hon. A. P. GRIFFITH: Yes. 1
was about to say that I hope I will be
forgiven for moving for leave to introduce
this Bill in the middle of the Orders of
the Day. However, having been permitted
to do so, I will be able to deliver the
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second reading speech and honourable
members will have time over the week-
end to consider the Bill, Had I not taken
this course, it would have been next Tues-
day before the second reading speech
would have been made.

The purpose of this Bill is to regulate
procedures in the debt collecting business
in this State, and its introduction fulfils
an undertaking given by me in this
Chamber last year on the occasion of the
Bill introduced by the honourable Mr.
Heenan to amend the Unauthorised Docu-
ments Act.

I would like to say here and now that
those engaged in the debt collecting busi-
ness provide, in the main, a useful and
necessary serviee to both creditor and
debtor and, in respect of the latter, are
in a position to, and quite often do,
arrange private schemes on behalf of
heavily committed debiors, which result in
their eventually being able f{o manage
their own affairs, having rid themselves
of their obligations and again got into
the good books of the people with whom
they trade.

On the passing of this Bill, all persons
or firms which come within the category
of debt collectors as defined in the Rill
itself will have to be licensed within three
months of the Bill passing into an Act.
Applications for licenses, accompanied by
testimonials from three reputable persons,
are to be lodged with the cierk of the
local court nearest the place of business.
These applications will then come before
a magistrate. The clerk of courts will
also serve notice on the police officer in
order that inquiries may be made as to
the suitability of the applicant. An
applicant will be required to be a person
of good name and character, and a fit and
proper person of at least 21 years of age.

Where the application is made in re-
spect of a corporation, then the directors
are the persons required to be of good
name, etc. Applications will be renewable
each year and may be cancelled perma-
nently or for a period as defined by the
court. The license would then have to be
presented to the clerk of courts for can-
cellation.

Provision is made for appeal against
cancellation or disqualification to the
Supreme Court. The Commissioner of
Police may object to the granting of a
license but he must give notice of his
intention to object. A license may be
cancelled if it can be proved it was im-
properly obtained and the applicant con-
victed of an offence against the Act. It
may be cancelled also on any grounds
which, in the first instance, would have
precluded the applicant from obtaining
a license had such facts been evident at
the time of its issue.

The clerk of courts will keep a register

of licenses. Certain classes of people will
be exempt from the necessity to hold 'a
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license. These include legal practitioners,
public accountants, liquidators, receivers
and trustees, friendly and building soci-
eties, as clearly set out in the Bill, and
other persons as prescribed by regulation.
It is considered this latter provision is
desirable, not only as a means of taking
in any particular category of business
not at present apparently entitled to ex-
emption, but to meet circumstances as
they may arise.

There are prohibitions contained in the
Bill in respect of fees. These are im-
portant. The fees to be charged the cre-
ditor may not be in excess of the fees as
agreed between the debt collecting agency
and the creditor. Such agreement must
ke in writing. It would be an offence for
an agency to charge a fee or commissiqn
in excess of that agreed and set out in
written agreement, nor would an agency
be enabled to sue g creditor, that is, the
firm which engages it, for fees in eXcess
of those already agreed on.

There is the further provision that an
agent, when convicted by the court for
charging excess fees, must refund such ex-
cess. While dealing with fees, I would
invite honourable members’ attention to
the clause dealing with regulations. Pro-
vision is made here for the prescribing of
charges which may be levied against any
debtor by the debt collector. T desire to
emphasise, however, that such charges
may only be levied when the debt is to be
paid by instalments and then only to a
maximum of 2f per cent. A mihimum
charge will be prescribed, however, which
will operate in respect of small accounts.

A most important feature of the Bill is
the provision which will oblige the debt
collecting firm to set up a trust account.
In so far as his business operations are
concerned, this will be a separate account
into which all collections that are made
will be paid with a separate record bheing
kept of each debtor's account. The cre-
ditor may request within 14 days for col-
lections made by the debt collecting
agency to be paid to him; or, if this re-
quest is nat made, there is an obligation
on the debt collector to pay the collections
made to the creditor within 45 days by
not negotiable cheque. This latter will
facilitate checking and inspections for
which provision is made in the Bill.

The collecting agency will notify the
court of the name of the trust account
and the bank concerned. There are ade-
quate safeguards for the trust account.
The bank manager must disclose details
of the account to the Minister if requested.
Inspections of the debt collector’s records
will be open to the Minister, and there is
a penalty for delaying or obstrueting this.

The Minister is empowered to order an
audit at the expense of the licensee if the
need is indicated. There is provision in
the Bill that the licensee must enter into
a fidelity bond with an insurance com-
pany approved by the Minister., In re-
spect of a corporation, the amount will
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he £5,000; and for a person operating
otherwise, £3,000, or such sums as may be
prescribed. ‘This latter will enable the
Minister to preseribe by regulation sums
requisite to meet the particular circum-
stances,

There is provision for the insurance com-
pany to terminate a fidelity bond on 30 days’
notice. Such action might he considered
desirable if the insurance company had
doubts as to the integrity of the licensee,
but during the 30 days’ term of notice of
cancellation, the bond would hold good, so
preventing an insurance company from
walking out at short notice, Once a
fidelity bond ceases, the license lapses. In
respect of offences by a corporation, the
directors would he liable.

The provisions in this Bill may be sum-
marised briefly as follows;—AIl persons or
corporations carrying on the debt collect-
ing business and coming within the cate-
gory of “debt collector” as defined will re-
quire to be licensed. They must be of good
repute and enter into a fidelity hond as
a protection of substantial sums held in
trust. Fees and commissions may be
charged only against the creditor except
when the licensee makes special provision
for accommodating the debtor by way of
accepting payment of the debt by instal-
ments. This is considered justified be-
cause of the high cost of accounting,
postal advices, and so forth, but in most
cases it will turn out in practice that the
charges to be levied against the dehtor
will be of a nominal nature, and there are
safeguards in the Bill in that respect.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. A. L. Loton.

MUSEUM ACT AMENDMENT
BILL

Receipt and First Reading

Bill received from the Assembly; and, an
motion by The Hon. L, A. Logan {(Minis-
ter for Local Government), read a first
time.

GOVERNMENT EMPLOYEES
(PROMOTIONS APPEAL BOARD)
ACT AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [930 pan.l: I
move—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

This is a Bill to amend the Government
Employees’ (Promotions Appeal Board)
Act, as a consequence of discussions and
conferences which have taken place
pertodically over the past few years be-
tween departmental heads, the Publie
Service Commissioner, other interested
employing departments, the Trades and
Labour Council, the Civil Service Associa-
tion and various unions.
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When this Bill was introduced in an-
other place, it was submitted that all
parties to which I have made reference
had agreed to the amendments contained
in this measure. The parent Act, as is
known, provides the machinery for the
lodging of appeals in respect of promotions
by certain persons permanently employed
by or under the Crown.

Amongst the main amendments is one
for the appointment of an assistant chair-
man. One of the objects here is to over-
take the time lag between the lodging of
an appeal and its determination. At the
present time, considerable delays occur
and, with a view to speeding up the de-
termination of appeals, there is provision
in the Bill for both the chairman and the
assistant chairman to sit with separate
boards at the same time. There is provi-
sion also for a deputy to the employers'
representative in order that an appeal
may not be delayved if the member, for
any reaschn, is unable to sit.

Some little hardship has occurred, it
is bhelieved, through the beard having no
power to pay any witness fees or costs
incurred by an appellant’'s subpoenaed
witness. An appropriate amendment pro-
vides for the payment of fees or costs of the
appellant’s subpoenaed witness where it is
considered necessary.

Another amendment alters the seniority
definition so that seniority for employees
under the provisions of the Public Service
Act will be the same as it is under the
Public Service Act Regulations. Two en-
tirely different definitions of seniority at
present exist for public servants, so this
matter is being attended to.

A further amendment has been design-
ed to overcome an anomaly in respect of
employees of the Education Department.
This anomaly, which occurred when the
Act was last amended, has prevented the
proclamation of that amending Act. It
has been ascertained that were this
amending Act proclaimed, public servants
employed in the Education Department
would be excluded from the provisions of
this Act.

The procedure proposed in the Bill is to
repeal section 3 of amending Act No. 58
of 1960, which added the words “except
the Education Department” in the defini-
tion of “department” and “embployee.”

Reverting again to expenses, it should
be pointed out that expenses incurred by
appellants require Executive Council ap-
proval. This seems hardly necessary and
it is thought that the payment of expenses
would be expedited if the hoard were per-
mitted to approve and that authority is
given in the BIill.

There are some formal amendments,
one affecting section 3, to cover the
Metropolitan Water Supply Department,
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now a board. Another amendment is to
exclude employees of the Education De-
partment who are covered by the Govern-
ment School Teachers Tribunal. A minor
amendment includes a new definition to
cover the words “office and position.” The
necessity for these comes about through
amendments to other Acts, such as the
Public Service Aci and the Education Act.

Concern has been caused in the Rail-
ways Department in respect of the pro-
visions in section 4, as instanced where
the recommending and appointing auth-
orities are, in some cases, both the same
person. It is desired to overcome this, and
this will be done by specifically including
the appointing authority besides the re-
commending authority as a person re-
guired to give notice of a recommendn-
tion.

Furthermore, the Railways Department
has employees working under both State
and Pederal industrial awards. The
Promotions Appeal Board has, however, no
authority to take into consideration
awards of the PFederal Court. An amend-
ment i{s included to rectify this position.

A provision covering copies of notes of
evidence is to be deleted. The present
requirement entails considerable typing,
though the employing authorities ap-
parently have no particular use for them.
Further, it is considered the employer
gains some advantage over the appellant
when preparing future cases, and it is
submitted the proposal to delete this pro-
vision is well founded.

At the present time, it has been found
that a provision providing that where one
member of the union party to the award
which governs the terms and conditions
of the position applies for the position,
all other employee applicants have been
debarred from the right of appeal, and
this has acted unfairly in certain cases;
e.g., an employee coming from the wages
to the salaried staff. It has been agreed,
as a result of the conferences which have
taken place, that it would be better to
return to the previous wording allowing
the Minister to declare that the right of
appeal should exist.

In view of the general agreement which
has been reached as between all parties
concerned in the matters covered by this
measure, it is commended to honourable
members as a machinery measure which
is directed at the more efficient adminis-
tration of the Government Employees
(Promotions Appeal Board) Act.

Debate adjourned, on motion by The
Hon. R. Thoempson,
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WORKERS' COMPENSATION ACT
AMENDMENT BILL

Second Reading

Debate resumed, from the 4th Novem-
ber, on the following motion by The Hon.
A. F. Grifith (Minister for Mines):—

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

THE HON. J. DOLAN (West) [9.37
p.m.]: The presentation of this Bill pro-
vided me with the incentive to acquaint
myself with some of the background of
this type of legislation. The first com-
pensation Act—and 1 refer to British
countries—was passed by the Imperial
Parliament as long ago as 1879. Prior to
that date there was an old Latin maxim
incorporated in the law which had been
the guiding principle when considering
compensation in the event of death
through injury, The Latin maxim {s:
actio personalis moritur cum persona,
which, when translated, means that any
action of a personal character died with
the gerson and there was no remedy after-
wards.

The 1879 measure in the Imperial Par-
liament gave a degree of compensation to
those relatives who had suffered as a con-
sequence of a death or accident of any
nature. It was only an experiment. What
was attempted in that Act was repeated in
the first Act that was introduced in the
Parliament of Western Australia; namely,
in 1802. As time went on, Britain set an
example to the world in this particular
fleld of legislation.

At the Imperial conference held in 1911
it was supgested, and resolutions were
carried, that all parts of the British Em-
pire which had responsible government
shouwld introduce legislation similar to that
in Britain, and it was further suggested
that if possible the legislation should be
uniform. In the following year, 1912, there
was the first real attempt in Western Aus-
tralia to establish workers’ compensation.

The Hon. P. J. S. Wise: Tommy Walker?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: It was introduced
by the then Attorney-General (Mr.
Thomas Walker)., He has been noted in
the history of this Parliament as being one
of the ablest and most progressive of our
legislators. The jurisdiction associated with
workers' compensation then was commit-
ted to the local courts, Now, of course,
we have our compensation board. A magis-
trate, when awarding compensation, had
the power to do one of three things: he
could order that the funds be invested on
behalf of the dependants and the income
used for their advantage; he could award,
if necessary, & lump sum for compensa-
tion if he thought it was more desirable;
or he could give the compensation in in-
stalments. An innovation of those times
was that relief money in the ecase of
workers’ compensation could be sent out
of the State, Prior to that, any recipient
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of workers’ compensation had to be living
in the State and had to receive the money
there. Honourable members will see how
unjustly this would have worked in the
case of those people who went {o another
State where they may have been united
with their own families.

In the early part of this century large
numbers of our citizens in Western Aus-
tralia had originally come from the East-
ern States, particularly when the goldfields
first came into being. 'The Hon. Thomas
Whalker, in introducing his Bill and when
speaking to the second reading, made a
statement to the House in confldence to
the effect that the government proposed
in the very near future—that is, in 1912—
to introduce the State Government Insur-
ance Office, and that office would be
entrusted with the job of handling the
insurance associated with workers’ com-
pensation.

Since those days—and I have examined
most of the Acts and the amendments as-
sociated with workers’ compensation—
men such as Alex MeCallum and Peter
O'Loghlen have fought for the extension
of workers’ compensation to cover all
workers in industry.

The Hon. R. I*. Hutchison: As we are
now,

The Hon. J. DOLAN: People have been
fighting right down toc the present time.
During the debate I was interested in a
guestion asked by the honourable My,
MacKinnon. He asked, "How do we value
human life?” My answer in general terms
would be that we value human life as
high as possible. If we can, by increasing
the amount of compensation to which the
worker’s widow and dependants are en-
titled, help the dependants of a worker
who has lost his life, then I say that
would be one way in which we could de-
monstrate the value of human life. That
is one of the reasons why we advocate
that In the case of death the amount
should be raised to £4,300. I propose later
on to give other reasons why I consider
that amount is justified. The honourable
Mr. MacKinnon linked together the
diseases of bronchitis and silicosis. I
think his question on that aspect was
answered by the honourable Dr. Hislop.

When I was undertaking some research
in connection with the Clean Air Bill, I
read that all medical authorities in
Britain agreed that there was a close
relationship between bronchitis and im-
pure air. Impure air is one of the causes
of silicosis, and so we can lnk up the
two. Large numbers of men who eventu-
ally died after being dusted in the mines,
died as a result of bronchitis. The reten-
tion of that clauvse in the Act is therefore
most desirable,

The Hon. A, F. Grifith; Your argument
does not quite hold up. You do not get
silicosls in the coal mines.
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The Hon. J. DOLAN: I am referring,
of course, to the goldmining industry.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: You only get
silicosis where silica is in existence.

The Hon, J. DOLAN: I stand corrected.
Dr. Hislop referred to the early days of
compensation, In those days we had
quite a number of characters who used
to take a toe off and receive a lump
sum for compensation. I ecan remember
the story that is told of the timber worker
who cut off his toe, but he was 50 clean
that he removed his boot and sock first,
cut off the toe, replaced the sock and
boot, and then reported to the doctor that
he had cut off his toe. That is the type
of abuse that occurred in the old days,
but workers have henefited from experi-
ence, and today one does not find workers
doing that type of thing. It would be
too unprofitable in these days of high
wages, because if a worker goes on com-
pensation he must suffer to a certain
extent in receiving only compensation
payments.

I would join issue with the honourable
Dr. Hislop when he says that people who
get things handed to them, and feel that
they are receiving them for nothing, do
not appreciate what they receive. In
other words, he was implying that when
a worker receives compensation and he
has not contributed anything towards it
by way of payments or insurance pre-
miums ¢of some kind he does not appreci-
ate the benefits. If anyone can suffer an
injury, together with the associated pain,
and be deprived of his wages for a con-
siderable pericd—which means that his
wife and family have to go short—and in
those circumstances feel he is gelting
something for nothing, then he has a
curious sense of logte.

When the honourable Mr. Ron Thompson
was speaking he covered the amendments
to section 7 of the principal Act most
thoroughly and capably, and I do not
propose to refer again to that section. I
merely wish to emphasise a few of the
points which he raised. Firstly, the main
provision is that £3,500 is payable to the
dependants of a deceased worker, or to a
worker who is totally incapacitated, and
I would like to compare that amount with
the amount that is paid in other parts of
the Commonwealth. It is claimed that in
Western Australia we have taken an
average for all the States and the Com-
monwealth for our compensation pay-
ment. On the figures, it may appear, in
that respect, that the Government has
heen generous, but let us examine the
question from the aspect of the payment
made in other States and in the Com-
monwealth territory. The total payment
made in New South Wales is £4,300, plus
£2 3s. a week for each child under 16
years.
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In Tasmania a formula is used to reach
the total amount payable. The basic wage
in that State is multiplied by 284, which
gives a total of £4,175, and to arrive at
the compensation payable for the children,
the basic wage is multiplied by 7, giving
a total of £103, and making a grand total
of £4,278. If we work on the Tasmanian
basis, and multiply our basic wage of
£15 11s. 4d. by 284 the amount that would
be comparable with the Tasmanian figure
would be £4,421, plus £109 for each child.
It will be noticed that I have taken, first
of all, the figures which apply in what I
consider to be the two most enlightened
States in Australia in this form of legisla-
tion, and I would seriously recommend
that we set our standards by those of the
more enlightened States.

The Treasurer of the Commonwealth
Government, in his recent Budget, fore-
shadowed that the total amount fixed for
compensation payable to the dependants
of a deceased worker would be £4,300,
That is quite realistic, and, realising that,
all the other States, having a lower
amount, should have raised the amount
to that swn. Apparently the Treasurer
thought he would get in before the other
States and raise the amount so that it
would be in line with that payable in New
South Wales.

South Australia bases its maximum on
a total of workers' earnings over a four-
year period, with one exception. Instead
of adhering to thet particular plan, Scuth
Australia places a maximum on the amount
of compensation, which is £3,250. South
Australia did not stick to its plan in the
same way that Tasmania did; and had
we In Western Australia calculated the
figure on the basis of the average earnings
of a worker over a four-vear period, we
would have a total of £4,652; that is, four
times the average earnings of £1,163 per
annum,

I think every honourable member has
s copy of the 1964 financial statement
issued by the State Government Insurance
Cffice, and on page 5 it will be seen it
has fixed its administration expenses at
8 per cent., which includes brokerage and
commission. I propose to give the flgures
—and I hate figures, so I hope honourable
members will be tolerant and patient
whilst I quote them. The figures for the
last three financial years that are avail-
able are in relation to the premiums
collected, the cost of the claims, the gross
profit made, and the amount received in
excess of the 70 per cent. loss ratio.

Insurance companies engaged in work-~
ers’ compensation business work on this
basis. They estimate that they wiil have
to pay out 70 per cent. of the amount
received in premiums. ‘That leaves a
preity good margin for them, even if their
estimates are wrong; at least they usually
do not show a loss. The figures that I am



2282

about to quote were taken from a most
reliable source and they are the latest.
They are as follows:—

Amouni
teceived
Year Premium  Cost of Gross in
Levied Claims Profit excess
of 70%
loss ratio
£ £ £ £
1961-02 . 5,000,426 2,022,192 1,077,284 145,674
1962-83 ... 3,292,083 2,033,331 1,179,862 314,270
1963-61 .. 3,220,140 E,OED.WD 1,170,140 264,028
(Est.) R
Threc vears total ... 563,972
Allow 8 per cent, administration expenses ... £45,117
£518,855

By deducting that amount of £45,117, it
still leaves a total well over £500,000 for
all insurance companies handling this
form of insurance business. That is the
amount they have gained over a three-
year period.

I consider that a method could be de-
vised by which this money could be made
available in some form—I am not suffi-
ciently a financial wizard to suggest how—
so that the Government could be more
generous in the compensation payments
that are made.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I would like
to know how you calculate this £45,000 odd
on the basis of 8 per cent. administration
expenses. How do you arrive at that
figure? It is 8 per cent. of what total?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Of the total
amount received in excess of the 70 per
cent. loss ratio.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: I cannot agree
with the amount that you estimate. I do
not know whether it is on the amount of
premiums that were levied or on the cost
of the eclaims. Administration charges
would not only be levied on the excess of
the premiums paid out.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I do not care
what it was levied on; it would still be
a large amount. Suppose I deducted
£300,000 from that amount, it would still
leave an excess of £300.000.

The Hon. A. F. Griflith: That is paid out
on £500,000.

The Hon. J. POLAN; I am still prepared
to deduct £300,000 which would still leave
a great deal of latitude for a large amount
of money to be raised. As long as there
is sufficient for me to show there is a
big excess, I am quite satisfied.

The Heon. A. F. Grifith: Whether your
figure is right or not?

The Hon. J. DOLAN: Yes, of course,
being only human. Over the years, toq,
there has been a considerable reduction
in premiums paid by the mining com-
panies. For every £100 paid in wages and
salaries in 1949, the amount of £1 14s. 7d.
was paid in premiums, and in 1963 the
premiums—which are the latest figures
available—have been reduced to £1 9s. 8d.
on every £100 paid in wages and salaries,
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and the tendency is that they will con-
tinue to be reduced because of the figures
I have quoted.

I consider it is a fallacious argument to
try to state that employers and insurance
companies will find it increasingly difficult
to handile insurance of this nature. I
think they would all welcome it and con-
tinue to expand on it. I believe that in
a question of workers' compensation there
must be more conciliation.

I am not one-sided in this respect, and
I feel the people responsible for making
the claims on the workers’ side produce
figures which, to my mind, at least, pre-
sent a very strong case for an increase in
the payments. 1 do not want to he
loquacious at this stage. In the Commit-
tee stage of the Bill there will be a great
deal said about individual amounts and
items, but I am of the opinion the Gov-
ernment could have been more generous;
that the average which it tock and offered
was not sufficient. I consider it should
have given an amount more in line with
what is offered in some of the higher pay-
ing States and not have arrived at a figure
based on the amounts which are paid in
the lower paying States. It will only be
a matter of a few vears before the other
States—I refer to Victoria and Queens-
land—will increase their amounts and so
raise the average.

The Hon. R. Thompson: The amounts
in Victoria are being raised.

The Hon. J. DOLAN: I understand that
legislation is before the House in that
State and the amounts will be raised. The
Government in Western Australia should
anticipate the increase and award a
higher figeure and so give satisfaction to
all concerned. I support the second read-
ing of the Bill, and during the Committee
stage I shall probably have more com-
ments to make.

THE HON. D, P. DELLAR (North-East}
[10.1 p.m.]: I rise to voice my views on
this Bill. Most of the points contained in
it will be dealt with in the Committee
stage, but I must support the point raised
by the honcurable Mr. Ron Thompson
that the Government could bhe a little
more considerate to people who sell their
labour, because if there were no employees
there would be ne employers. The one
who does the work and loses his sweat
is the worker,

The Hon. A, P, Griffith: You know very
well this is a partnership of capital and
labour.

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: The man who
takes off his coat is the one who does
the work, and substantial consideration
could have been given to him by the pro-
visions in the Bijll. Looking at two other
aspects, the Bill contains provisions which
improve the existing position. Firstly it
improves the coverage for silicosis. Under
the Bill a worker who has been out of the
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industry for over three years, and then
develops silicosis will be able to claim for
the disability. Many of the workers will
benefit from this new provision.

The Hon. A. F. Griffith: Do you think
it will cost the goldmining industry more?

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: I shall deal
with that at a later stage. Even if it does
cost industry or the State Insurance Office
through the miners’ relief fund a little
more, the people who have put their lives
into the industry will be assisted.

The Hon. F. R. H. Lavery: The honour-
able Dr. Hislop said the workers would be
getting money for nothing.

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: I cannot
agree with that contention. The other
improvement embcedied in the Bill is the
coverage under the journeying clause,
This provision should have been included
in the Act many years ago. One provision
in the Bill with which I am not happy
is the amount provided for medical and
hospital expenses. I consider that when
a worker is injured in the course of his
employment he should be looked after
until he is able to return to work, because
it is not his fault that he is injured. Many
years ago some bad features crept into
this matter when workers sometimes in-
jured themselves intentionally so as to
collect compensation payments; but to-
day this sort of thing would not oceur,
because of the high wages, contract work,
and the high cost of maintaining the
worker’s family while he is injured.

The honourable Dr. Hislop made some
statement about chronic bronchitis. I am
not in a position to argue with his views.
I understood him to say that chronic
bronchitis was easily contracted in the
coalmines of England, but not in the gold-
mines of Western Australia.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: What I said was

that it is easily contracted in the c¢old
climate of England.

The Hon, D. P. DELLAR: My view is
that a worker employed underground in
the goldmines is confronted with hot and
cold air. The pumping unit pumps 5,500
cubic feet of fresh air per minute from
the surface to underground; and this air
travels along the drives, crosscuts, and
into the working places. When an under-
ground worker reaches the end of the
drive he might have to climb a ladder up
to 300 feet high to reach his working
place. There would be very little venti-
lation there. In such confined places a
person gets very hot and sweats freely.
When he goes down the jadder to where
he has his lunch he meets the cool air.
This constant change in temperature
could have a big effect on the development
of bronchitis.

We reslise this is an industrial
hazard to be faced, because the workers
must have ventilation underground, and
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it is a good thing that ventilation is pro-
vided. I remember in years gone by when
I worked in the mines there was no venti-
lation at the development ends. One just
went in and bogeged the end out. If there
was spare air on the air hose one would
draw on it to get some fresh air.I would
not like to see a return to those condi-
tions. I am pleased to see that the venti-
Iation in the mines at the present time
has improved beyond recognition. The
mining companies, the Chamber of Mines,
the Minhes Department, and the inspectors
have done a wonderful job in this respect.
I consider that people working under-
ground under the conditions I have men-
tioned are liable to contract bronchitis.

The Hon. J. G. Hislop: Is there cool air
in Kalgoorlie?

The Hon. D. P. DELLAR: Yes. Some
fans pump 5500 cubic feet of fresh air
per minute into the mines. It is my view
that workers who perspire in confined
spaces and then come out info the cool
air are liable to develop rheumatics, and
brenchitis, which might contribute to-
wards silicosis. The coverage for chronie
bronchitis will assist the workers. I am
sure quite a lot will be said at the Com-
mittee stage so I shall reserve my other
comments until then,

THE HON, E. M. HEENAN (North-East)
[10.11 p.m.l: I am sure all honourable
members are anxious for this Bill to pass
the second reading, so I shall noft delay
its passage. I mention at the ouiset that
I support the second reading, because the
Bill certainly contains some improvements
to the present Act—improvements which
are long overdue.

The debate on this measure leaves me
with the feeling that sooner or later all
States of the Commonwealth will get to-
gether to consider the question of workers’
compensation and the introduction of
uniform legislation. In the field of work-
ers’ compensation, particularly, there is a
strong case for uniformity.

We have heard the honourable Mr.
Dolan and other speskers referring to the
divergent amounts that are paid in the
various States. The different degrees of
coverage applicable in some States have
been pointed out to us. We are fully aware
of the fact that for some years other
States have incorporated into their Acts
the journeying-to-and-from provision
which the Government of this State now
apparently apgrees has merit. It is a pity
this provision was not inserted into the
Act some years aga, as advocated by some
of us. If it is now asgreed that this pro-
vision is justified and worth while it can
bhe argued that the proposals of a number
of honourable members of this House a
few years ago were also justified.

I do not want to throw any sour note
into the argument, but my theme is that
there should be greater uniformity. This
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important legislation which has such a
close relationship to the livelihood and
well-being of the general community
shouldé be uniform; and I recommend to
the Minister for Justice that in the con-
ferences that take place with his opposite
numbers from the various States, this pro-
position should be submitted.

It is hard to conceive of any argument
which justifies the differentiation in the
amounts paid in just New South Wales
and Tasmania, to take a couple of States
haphazardly, and the amounts which we
now propose to pay in Western Australia,
What logical argument can be advanced
to support that?

Another proposition concerns heart
cases. They are the most difficult ones.
A man collapses at work from heart fail-
ure of one form or another, and these are
most difficult cases for the courts to de-
termine. However, in some of the other
States, {f & man collapses at work from
heart failure, it is accepted. Costly litiga-
tion is avoided and these borderline cases
that are so difficult are done away with.
I am sorry this present measure does nof
den] with that difficult problem.

The provisions in our Act for loss of
hearing are inadequate, We do nhot pro-
vide compensation for the man who loses
his hearing through being accustomed to
work in noisy parts of industry over long
periods. I know the argument is that he
can still go on working; but, my word,
the man who loses his hearing may be
able to go on working, but he suffers
greatly in the enjoyment of life.

The Hon. J. Dolan: In his cultural acti-
vities.

The Hon, E. M. HEENAN: He is pre-
cluded from enjoying himself in many
respecis. Now, some of the other States
accept that and they compensate him,
We do not. If some States feel there is
merit in that provision, why cannot the
proposition be generally accepted?

I have to express my satisfaction that
the Bill has introduced this to-and-from
provision. I think industry can stand up
to it and it will bring us into line with
advanced thinking elsewhere.

I am very glad also that the provisions
relating to pneumoconiosis have been
accepted by the Government. I feel that
this Legislative Council Chamber can
claim some of the credit in that regard
because from time to time goldfields mem-
bers must have wearied other honourable
members with their arguments on this
disease which affliets unfortunate miners.
Honourable members in this Chamber have
been generous in listening to those argu-
ments and in supporting the proposition
that a committee be appeinted.

In my opinion the committee has done
a very good Job and the Government can
claim credit for having appointed it. The
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committee, comprising Mr. Mews, the
Chairman of the Workers' Compensation
Board; Drs. Edwards and McNulty; and
Messrs. Wills and Gannon, has compiled
a document which reflects the greatest
credit on it. The more one reads the
report the more one realises the intense
research and study, and the generous ap-
preach given to the subject allotted to
them. I am sure it must have been very
helpful to the Government in framing
these amendments which undoubtedly are
going to make a generous improvement to
the Act. For those reasons I support the
second reading.

THE HON. A. F. GRIFFITH (Suburban
—Minister for Mines) [(10.22 p.m.]1: Almaost
without exception, the members of the
Labor Party who have spoken to this Bill
have criticised some of its clauses, but of
course each of those honourable members
concluded his remarks by saying he sup-
ported the Bill

The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: Not me! 1
didn’t.

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: Perhaps it
would be more correct to say each hon-
ourable member supported the second
reading; and those honcurable members
admitted that they did so hecause some
improvement was being made, althcugh
in the opinion of some, the impravement
was not sufficient. I have listened to the
introduction of measures to amend this
Act for some years now, and I have never
heard it said that the amount of the in-
crease is sufficient.

The Hon. R. F. Hutehison: It never has
been!

The Hon. L. A, Logan: Never will be!
The Hon. R. F. Hutchison: Far from it!

The Hon. A. F. GRIFFITH: I repeat
that I have never heard it said that it is
sufficient. It has always not been enough.
I do not know what stage we would have
to reach in order to obtain the opinion
that it was sufficient. However, I think
it was said during the course of the de-
bate that the Bill is one primarily for
Committee, and I think honourable mem-
hers would accept the statement from me
that it would be unpurposeful and it would
not add anything or gain anything if I
were to go through the speeches that
have been made, cne by one, and en-
deavour to comment at this time on them.
If T did this I think we would probably
still have the same remarks made when
the Bill was dealt with jn Committee.
Therefore valuable time will he saved if
I do not endeavour to do this but wait
until the Committee stage when we can
have a full discussion on the amendments
contained in the Bill.

I will content myself with those re-
marks. I do not ask the House to pursue
the Committee stage this evening,. We
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have done a fair day's work today, from
2.30 this afternoon, and on the conclu-
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